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drive was apparent. Beginning of the.morning of 16 December with an
hour long artillery preparation the enemy had attacked between nunscﬁau-_
Echternach with approximetely two panzer armieg plus infantry support
with the aim of selzing supply dumps in Liege , Verviers and Eupen and :
of capturing road nets which would permit the taking of Liege and perhaps
of Antwer@ iteelf(lst Div, G-2 Heport, Dec 44). The enemy had chosen
ground which was lightly held end had attacked in bad weather'when it
was believed that the Ah2ied 2ir force would be unable to operate. To

- Prevent the moving afihmeriuan reserves to the attacked area a force of
#Jprﬂ:-:imately 700 parachutists were ordered to seize the road between

Eupen and Malmedy, while picked troops of the 150%th Panzer Brigage,

. speak¥ng Engligh, dressed in Americen uniforms and driving American

vehicles, were to drive beiinﬂ alféVém®Wtstruy instellations and

to create cunfuaiun(lst‘l@v'AE%mrt, G2, Ded 44).

The 6ﬂ1 88 Panzer Army made the drive to _the north,
while the 5th Panzer Army hit %h thé south, ﬁith the 7th Armmy still to
the south of it. It appeared that the penzer armies were to advance,
eight panzer divisions abreast, in "a vagt turning movement, four 8S
dlvisions on the axis, Melmedy-Liege, and four on the axis, llarche %o
Nemur"(lst Div G-2 Report, Dec 44).

Four routes, according to later captured docunments,
were to be used by the 6th 85 Army. Routes A ang B, ruﬁning through
the lMonscheu area, were to be used by the 246th, the 277th and the
o26th Volksgrenadier Divisions, which were %o pave the way for panzer
attacke in the north. Routes C and D were -to carry the 6th S5 Army and

the lst S8 Divislnn west along the lMalmedy-Stavelot line %o reach the

lieuse River wegt of Liege, while the 12th 83 Division would go along
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the Loshelm-Bullingen-Butgenbach-Welsmes~lalnedy-Spa axis to hit Liege
from the north(lst Div G-2 Report, Dec 44). '

On the night of 16-17 December nearly 700 parachutistks
led by Lt, Col. Freiheer Von der Heydte, veteran of peretroop landings
in Gret; end reputed to be the officer who demended the British surrender
et E1 Alamein in 1942, dropped along the Eupen-=lelmedy road. Hampered
by delays, lack of tie for training nf personnel, heavy winds, imﬁnnper
equipment and the fallure to land heavy weapons, the parachutists
failed to land in force and were uNable to perform their mission, The
&efman forces which were supposed To arrive at 1YS0 on the following
dey feiled to keep their appointment, so the paratroop units were
directed %o infiltrate‘back to Their lines as Dbest ﬁhey'uuuld. 1t was
to defl with thiis group thaet ?IE‘W'E sent into the aree eagt
of Eug}en(smtement angsupar feailure, V Corps G-2 Report, Lte.

Gol Von der Heyate'g statement, Dec 44).

In the south the breakthrough went well for the
Germens, with the 1lst S5 Divislon meking conslderable headway, put
the 12th 88 Division was held east of Bullingen. The II Panzexr Corps
(24 and chﬁgapzer Divisions) had not tried to breakthrough at Monscheu,
possibly because of tae failﬁre of the Volksgrenadier unlts to get
through thet area(ist Div G-2 Report, Dec 44). On the 17 December
the esnemy attacked in some force near llonschau, but was stopped by
artillery. Bullingen was occupied and patrols were sent tTowards
Butgenbach, but they failed to take advantage of the fact that the

26th Infantry had not moved up(lst Div G-2 Report, Dec 44).

The action of the lgt Division on 18 December was

8Till one of esteblishing positions, of patrolling newly ccoupied
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ereas and of performing smell missions to protect installations
or to deal with small groups of the enemy.

During the morning of 18 December the 18th
Infantry ordered a task force to move at 0735 eastward o ﬁhe
vicinity of V 8116 to search for paratroopers(For action of the
18th during thks pe?iud consult the overlay submitted with the
o8th Cav Ren Bquadron). Compeny L moved south while a reinforced
platoon of the 1l6th Infantry moved north to meet this force. "By
0840 they had reacned the 20 grid line but had encountered no
enemy forces. IxepxEEthzinRextryxbRgABxIGzE

The 26th Infantry began to extend 1ﬁs lines

about 1000 on the 18th. Gmﬁté\?rﬁe@ig&d out along & thin

line %o the west of -e n ro&d out of Butgenbach. During

the aa? the Germans began to probe with infantry anﬁ tanks to feel
out the pusitimn. OCne of their reconnaissance cars was knucked
out by the Americen forces(lst Div After Action Report, Dec 44) .
The lst end 34 Battalions of the 16th Infantry
closed in their new area at 0030 on the 18+th. By 0120 the 24 Bn
reported a slmiler action. DBetween 0130 and 0450 the 30th Infantry
Division. passed through the 16th Infantry positions. to & new area.
At 0840 a reporit from the 16th on its disposltion of forces 1ndic&&elL
that the 1lst and 54 Battalions were in the line--the 3d Battalion
coming into the area slong the stream north of Weywertz and the
1st extending &pouwhd Busbach. One company was left in Robertville
*to cover the bridge at that point(lst Diw After Action Rpt Dec 44).

Patrols from the 16th were able to report thet the following townshWere
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clear of the enemy at 1515--Weywertz, Butgenbach, Welsmes,
Road, Chempagne, Bruyeres, Wallk, Langfaye and Xhoffalx.

. During the &fternoon Task Force Daviséun,
consisting of Headquarters, Medical Detachment end tae Hecona
naigcsance Compeny of the 634th TDBattalion(SP), one company of
. 1light tanks Df the 745%h Tenk Battelion and one platoon oI fhe
1st Reconnoissace Troop, was organized and ordered To secure
the town of Welsmes. Gnﬁp&ny B, lst Engineer Gombat Bn and
one platuun.ﬁf thg 7054 TD Bn were lﬁfer put in support of this
group. By 1700 the Task Force had entered Welgmeg and had be-
gun the evacuation of the 47th Zvacuation Hosplital and CGo D,
99th Medicel Battalion(Collecting Company). Attempis Dy small
forces of the en%‘m erafe\i@ﬁq@ﬂturing the night were
uusuccessful(lst|liv.Jszer.Actiun Report, Dec 44 and lst Engr
C Bn, Dec 44).

In mid-afternoon of the 18th elements of
Company L, 26th Infentry, contacted units of te 9th and 2od
Infantry of the 2d Division which were holding positions <00
yards noriuh of Berg_nn the left of the 26th Infantry's position$ -
Bgeeyerx The 26%th also ceught some paratroops. Hpwever, the

troacking of paratroopers continued to Le the speclal- task oI e

18th Infentry which reported the finding of eight of these
tfuups at 1845, Patrols were algo sent Tto coordinates 8410
Bfix 8417, but without success(lst Div After Action Rpt Dec 44).
. At 1400 the 26th Infantry wae detached
from the,?ch Division by V Corps and re-attached to the lst

Division. The Gmrps Letter of Instructions issued at 2200

indicated that if the situation permitted on the following day

—
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the 1lgt Division(less 18%th Infantry) would attack in the direction
of FﬂymunviITE(lsu Div After Action Hpt Dec 44).

By the night of 18 December there wes evidence
of continuous snemy attacks to reach the road net of the Butgenbach
arer from the east. Pressure was applied on Krinkelt and Rochew
reth and the troops were pushed eastward from Bullingen. A 26th
Infantry petrol which went to the la&tter town reported at Q510
them presence of gbout 1000 enemy infantry, together with 100
-American prisoners. Because of uncertainty as to the eneny's
movement 8long the front furing the day, the 18th Infantry had been
told in the morning to have its lst Lattalion ready to send easte
werd to reinforce the 47th Infan y. At O it wasg alerteda fto
mnve to the Welismes ‘ @df t i'l: was told to be prepared
to uove against attachﬂ along the front which might develop(lst
DivDsion After Action Rasport, Dec 44).

The importent action of the dey was the sending
into positions of artillery to support the 1lst Division units
against enemy atilacks. In addition ﬁﬂ the reguler Division Artillery
(5th, 7th, 324 end 334 Fe Bns) the 406th FA Group(941 Fa Bn--4.5
inch guns; 955th FA Bn--l55 hows; and one bvattery of ﬁhe 272d FA
Bn--8 inch guns) were in direct support of the Division, The 334

o A 1¥ L
Fa Bn had comé in on the 17th, wille _, the S52d closed ln 2 position
near 7830 at 1815; the 7th FA Bn closed in the vicinity of Soubp=
brodt at 1806 and the 5th FA Bn closed in the same vielnity at 0800.

The 7034 TD Bn was attached to the Division at 13500. Between

171400-181400 Division Artillery &and supporting units fiped 26 &
migssions(lat Div After Action Rpt and 1st Div Arty).
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AT 0225 on the morning of 19 December
Company E of the 26th Infantry wes confronted at 943016 by ﬁwenty
Truckloads of infantry and epproximately 12 teMks. A total of seven
tanks camé up almos® to the company positimné when they were brought
under fire by bazookas, 57 Il AT guns and AT grensdes. The 24
Battalion also called for artillery and the 5th and 335 FA Bns
Iired on the attacking forces. Three tenkes got through this artil-
lery screen and ren up and down the road leading into Dom Butgenbvach,
Five or six men were hit by tank fire in the town before artillery
fire drove the tanks back. Two of the tanks were believed %o Dbe
disabled; patrols.later reported 100 enemy dead near the line of
deperture(Interview with 24 Bn, 26+h Int; 2uth Agtl History). . Soon

i@‘@mege high ground 1000 yards

south of Butgenbach tu‘lle in with Company B which wes sent to the

arverwards Company A o‘e

méin road leading to the 2d Battalion position(26th Rgtl History),

The Germens tried another atteck on the 24
Bgttalion! 4 pusitinﬁFﬁ 1010 when two tanks and a company of infantry
advanced from the south. The tanks ran through the Ameriicaen infantry
posiuians, but artillery stopped the infentry advance. One tanlk
~wes halted by direct AT fire before the AT gun itself was destroyedsy
the other tank withdrew under fire. The eneny reﬁaliatéd with
artillery and mortiar barrages on the positions of the 26%th through-
out the afternnan(zﬂth Rgtl Hiatnry).

While the attack wasg in progress around Butgen-
bach GCA of the 5th Armored Division was relieving the 18th QT of

1ts defensive role around Eupen. The 18th was ordered to carry out
& screening movement of the wooded area south of Eupen'tu eliminate

barechutists in that region and then to join the 1st Division in
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the south. The relief was arranged at 1300 and the 18th proceeded
68 ordered, capiuring 12 parachutists, destroying considerable
German equipment and rescuing 23 American prisoners(18th Rgtl Hist).
Task Force Dave$son, which hagd evacuated.ﬂme;ican
units from Welsmes on 18 December, became apprehengive a8 to its
own posltion the following morning. At 1100 the lst Division wes
told that the enemy was building up his forces outside the towm.
At 1000 contact had been mede with two armored cafs and five infantry,
at 852026 while enemy tanks were reported at the hill_ﬂutsiﬂefﬁhe
town eand & lMark V or VI was said %to be coming into the t&ﬁn itself.
The Tpoek Force indicated that it was ﬁat svrong enough to deal with
& strong infantry attack or a emall tank atteck. The 16th Infantry
replied that the Task -e pdid%eghq since aid was on the
way from the Zd,Battalilk.\ By 1545 the 24 Battalion had moved |
up its AT gunNs and M-10!g, Gumpany E was preparing to move within
_15 minutes and was %o be followed by the Sd Battalion within an
hour. By 1725 the 34 Battalion wasg engaging the enemy to the easgt
of Weksmeg, vhile Co G was fighting in the western and Co B in
the eastern portion of town. The 24 Battalioh took over the
responsibility for the defense of the town that evening(lst Div
After Action Report; 16% Engr C Bn).
_ The 16th Dnfantry units carried on small actions
at Béllaire during the_evening of 19 December. I Company estabe-
lished 1ts flank at that tovn, while F aﬁd.ﬁ buiit up thelr positios

south of the road from Weismes to Butgenbach.,

During the period 181400-191400 the ertillery

of the Dlivision had fired 102 missiong of which 16 were on tanks
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and 10 on personnel. Preparations were méde for artillery firing
on Moderscheid, Honsfeld énd Bullingen for the following morning.
(lst Div After Action Rpt; Div Arty Rpt).

The 26th Infantry agein bore the brunt of the
German attack against The Divigion on the 20 December. About 0330
a force estimaved To congist of 20 tanks and a battalion of infantr3)
thyought -to be the 24 Battallon, 25th Panzer Grenadier Regiment,
plus elements of the special paracluie regiment attached to the
150th Panzer Brigade and elements of the 3d Battalion, 12th S8
Tank Regiment, attacked from Bullingen on the easgt-west road.

ot Q'}?’lql
The tanks hit a roadblock of mines, which had been laid on the

Souwik
night of 18 December, and Wurned off the rnadtﬁn the le#&, coming

crogs=couNtry to the no_s@dﬁ@&%g& into Dom Butgenbach.
The enemy fired into F s knocking out 3 bazooke teams and a
mechine gun section belonging to Compeny H(Interview with 24 Bn;
26th Inf). Requests were made for additional artillery from
Division. In addition to fire by the 334 FA Battelion, which was
alfeady being putv cown, the guns of the 5th and 955th FA Bns
plus one battery of the 415th AAA Bn were Drought into action. By
1415 the attack had been stopped(lst Eivﬂhfter Action Report;
Interview with 24 Bn, 26th Inf). f | .
Another atitack begen about 0600, once again on
the front of Gmmpanieé B and F at epproximately 945018 west of the
road. Tanks came through the positions of E and F, but the infantry
remained in theip pnsitimné and called fTor ertillery fire., A
platoon of Company G was committed to plug the gap between the

two company positions. The 5th, 334 and 955th FA Bns opened fire

A
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on the tenks, while the 24 Infentry Division Artillery sent 300
rmqus into Bullingen between 060040700. About 0800 the 28th sent
elemerits of dumpany G arcund Co F and prepeared to comnit part of
Company C. However, the artillery barrage was sufficient %o stop
the atlack; clais were made of eight tanks destroyed(lst Div
After Action Report; Diw Arty Rpt; Interview; 26th Rgtl Hist).

A captured Germen document from the 34 Bn,
12th 88 Tenk Regiment, testified to the effectiveness of American

.ol 4 Gl

resistance to the attacke According to the report the attecking

force had started from ﬁullingen at 2610 the previous evening. In
the darkness the tank point lost its way and had to be brought back
To the proper road. ae af@\@mmtqear Dom Butgenbech they
were heavily attackﬂ|lby y ar¥illery and mortar fire. This attack
failed before the point could be committed. ' The company waé then
withdrawn and régrmuped. About 0500 the attack was renewed with the
9th Company(Jagdpanthers) at the point. It ned penetreted the fore
most AT defenses when the Comnanding Officer and his tank were hit.
He took his burning tank to the rear and went forward again with

the 11th Company commend tanke In the meantime ‘the 9+h Coupany had
penetrated extremely heavy fire to the high ground west &f Don
Butgenbach where three out of eight tanks were put out of action.
The 11th Company, brought up in the meantime, received heavy fife
from the right flank and the command benk guffered a direct hite.
Other tanks were destroyed by artillery and AT fire, Biﬂ% the 9th
Compeany cﬂulﬁ.make no further advence the commanding officer dige
continued the attack and withdrew to Bullinpen(Ceptured documnent,

1st Div G-2 Report).
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The 16th Infentry spent the day sﬁrengthening‘
its positions to the east of Weismes., AL 0857 it reported thet it
was consolidating the Sd Battalion's pusitluns and that its lst
Battallion lines were extended to Bruyeres. While the attack on Dom
Butgenbach was in progress, another push was lauflched south of Weismes.
Elements of the 3d Battalion, Eth beiqent, 5d Parachute Division,
wers urdereé T8 attack Oberweywertz from the souths The 1lth and 12th .
companies worked thelr wey northward along the railroad tracks to
the edge of thelr objectivey circled the town to the east and
then were scattered by American artilliery fire. The 10th Company,
' which was hit by artillery fire, hever showed up(lst Div G-2 Rpt).
At 0948 a patrod of the 634th TD Rﬂunnnaissance

Pd“@@ﬁl@g;E of the &d platoon,

Welsmes, was pinned down by machine

Company, wnic“ haﬂ.mov
1lst Reconnaissance TTGJIL ne
gun fire. Two light tanks of the 745th Tank Battalioh were sent
through to destroy the machine gun nests, but returned with a llark ¥
tenk in pursuif. A Tight ﬂe%alqped with the S5d platoon of the lst
RBconnaissence Troop in which the latter had an M-8 knocked out. The
tenlk withdrew, however, eppearently with & disabled turret(lst Div
After Action Repmrté. i

Anxiely over the movement of enemy forces
_alnng the reilroéad neer Weismes about noon wag discounted by the
1ﬂﬁhHInfantry. 1t left Guﬁpany C in position and sent Company A in
to take the place of Company K. An ememy atiack which developed
at 1625 was stopped within an hour. The 16th reported that it had
AT cuns 1o stﬂp’ﬁhe attacks and indecated thet it had contacted the
lgt Battalion, 120th Infantry, 30th Division near Chivremont(lst

Division After Action Report).
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The 18th Infantry spent the day on the

mission of bottling up paratroopers in the woods east of Euq?n. .A%
1005 it reported & paratroop force of about 75 surrounded by Gq X on tie
north, Co L from the southwest and & blocking position of the 34 Bn

on the eésts DBy eatly afternoon it re;nrtéd.the woods sweDt and the
regiment on 1tTs objective. At 1335 ite lst Bettalion wes atisached

L

o the 20th Infantry to take over sectors held by Compenies A and.HfB

1“

of the ¥atter regiment. U#company was alerted to be ready 10 move on
call in case of emergencﬁ. t 1800 the units of the 18%th closed in
new positions~-the 1lst Battalion at 861095, the 34 at Ovifat and the
2 in Division Reserve. A platqﬂn of the Sd.Eattaliﬂnlwés sent about
midnight to guard the dam at 845075.

In additi Y{Hﬁéﬁwtgvy and effective fire
in the morning Divisimwipd_f%red & one hour harasgsing progran

during the alternoon of the 20th on Ligneuville and Eibertingen. The

5th and 32d FA Png took part in this firing. Between 191600-20L600
- Division Artillery and attached and supporthing units fired 169
migsionss. They had succeeded in breaking up a heavy attack, destroying
at least seven tanks(Div Arty Report; lst Div After Action Rpt)e

16 Germens me.de their heaviest attack against
letT Divieion pogitions on the 21 Deuember in an effort to break the |
2d Battalion's position at Butgenbache If the lst 8S Panzer Divishon
was Lo get through to the west it was imperative that thie position
be taken. Prisoners of war later said that the Oth, 10th, llth.-and
12%h Companies of the 25th Panzer Grenadier Regiment were sent to
take Dom Butgenbach. At 0930 machine gun and tank fire upenéd_up o

the 24 Bpttalion's positions southeast of the town. Artillery succeeded,
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however, in driving the tenks away. At 0500 the CGermans Emcoun tered
with derrific Tire from artillery, mortars and nebslwerfers which
knocked out all of the 24 Battalion's telephonic communicationse
However, they were able to radio for more artillery at 0420. The
enenmy tried %o break through agalin at 0500 but was pushed back
(1st.Div After Action Report; 26th Rgtl Hist; Interview).

The enemy effort which came nearest to overrunnigg
The Bd.Batﬁalian began at 0715 when ﬁﬁe Germens threw approximately
19 teanks end & battelion of infantry(reinforced) ageinst the 24
Battaliﬂh, o6th(let Div =2 says 10-15 tahks; 24 bn people in inter-
view said 12). The outposts saw Them coming and called for aptillery
and 57 10l fire. Despite heavy fire five tenks broke through near

the hedgerow atb 925018&:} tﬂfé\@m@rﬁsd down south of Then

the hedgerow, firing iﬂl[_fu!ggles, gsearching in particular for

sutomatic weapons. They sueceeded in knocking out &ll of thenk
6 BAR's, £ 30 caliber machine guns plus 2 57 MM AT guns and ©
baznéhaa(zﬁth Inf Report at 1425; Interview with 206%th Inf people
indicaeted thatv they lost all their automatic weapons in the hedgerow:
o séction of light machine guns, & section of heavy méchine guns
2 BAR'g and 2 AT guns).

The 24 Battelion now dlrected artillery fkeg and
‘bazooke fire on the tenks, knocking out one tank wiki & bazooké.
In the latter case the bazookae men's assistant was wounded, so he
laaded end fired by himself. - During the fight another tank cans
through the gep in the 500 yard long hedgerow. The tanlk commander

got out of his tank, stepped up to & foxhole and took an American

prisoner there. Another tenk now came up and the two ran around
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behind Compenies E end G. Pistol shots were heard at one point ang
tanlk
it was agsumed that the/ camaanuers were shmr:-tmng American Wwounded

(Interview).

At about 0900 five tanks hit eight of Co E's
men on the right and eliminated about 24 men from Company G. Three
tanks @rove through towards the E Co CP #in The—wenter—=2=thy houses
in. Dom Butgenbach, When the tanks broke through, the CP personnel
réllied To form a new line of resistance. A bazooke teem from Co
G tried uusuccessfully to get in firing position ffﬂm & nearby barn.
Alter a tige, an American tank, located north of Dom Butgenbach,

o\
uestrﬂyedd;t the. tanks in front of the @GP, Another Germen tanh:

which was firing directly into % é‘\ewﬁok&d out at 1600,

- The remeining tenk took verp 3.nd the two Bkexbkedianks disanleﬁ_
tenks and blew two holes in the CP, hitting ebout 9 men, Fortunately

no infantry was able to get through to 2id the tenk and shortly after

1600 a 90 I{ gun near the P Ffired three shots at the tenk and drove

it away(Interview).

With thé subsiding of the attack about 1600

: A
the 24 Battalion begﬂn to organize its forces. Co E waes found to .

have lost 5 KIA, 12 Iidz ang 16 ‘IEE having lost the weapons platoon
lesader, four squed leaders and three ésslstant squad leaders. Gu G,
which started thﬁ attack with 68 riflemen and & mechine cuN section
of 9, lost 13 KIA, 12 MIA and 10 WIA, including one platoon leader

and four squed leaders. The 26th haa also lost 2 tanks andg three

tank destroyers{Interview).

In the fight %o stop the tank attack use hegd
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had been made of nearly everything which could shoot. Four 90 M
gwﬂ%ihad.been attached for the action. lortars were used to &
creat extent, one section firing 750 rounds before 1iis position mx
wag caved in by tank Tire. Reinforcing ﬁhe fires of the regiment's
323 FA Bn were the guns oI thétﬁth, ?th; 323 of Division Artillerye.
Shortly after the attack Degan four battaliors of 24 Division
Artillery were brought inxm %o supplemeht tThe lsf Diviaiun fire,
while 2% 1000 ten mediun cuNg of the 99th Division Artillery was
put at the Gisposhl of the 1lst Division. Almoet continuoWs
missions were fired between 0900-2400 in the Bﬁllingen area by

the 955th FA Bn. In the course of the day the 955th fired 555

rounds in one interdichory E’ac*hé\xéxmasmﬂ and @ total of

2054 rounds for the -a:,r f@ te larcest 24 hour egpenditure of

the wer. Apvroximately 10,000 rounds were fired by the Divislon
and supporiting artillery %o stop the Germen arive(Div Arty Rpt;
95541 Rikx Arty Bpt ; 1lst Div After Action Rpt).  Two hundred
nine‘sy-%missinns were Tired: $hree on enemy gulls, 44 on eneny
pegsonnel, 18 on vﬂhicies, 48 on tenks, 17 on counteratiacks, D6
interdictions, 2 on observation pogts; 85 harassing and %g'
miscellaneous. |

stepr the atitack of 21 December tae 26th was
told that 1% caulﬁ.have the support of the 4.2 inch morters of
o 24 Division Chemical Dattalion. To prepere agginst further
ettocks & hasty minefleld oIl 1050 mines was laid by the 18T
Engineer C Battalion in front of the positions oI Gos E and F

(4st Engr C Bn Report, Dec 44).
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The Butgenbach positions were again assailed, this
time i1 attacks against the lst and 3d Battalions, 20th Infantryjl on 22 December,
About 0700 reports ﬁere reaceived at Division to the effect that German tanks «0d
infantry had been observed near Company Ke Artillery fire was laid on positions
at 904012 at 0730. Between 0830-0900, after light pressure on the 2d Battallon
positions, German tanks and infantry began to infiltrate through A and A companies
of the 26th Infantyy, south of But.genbach‘ith; 26th Kgtl History says 4 Co was hit
at 0630 with 6 tanks and several hundrad infantry. Apparently the lst Div After
Action Report statement is bassd on the Journal. Should be checked with message fof€
time. eport may be using 0230 as time message was rucaivuaf At 0900 reports
wers sent to Division saying that elements of the susmy were probably in the town
of Butgenbach., By 0940 it was reported that "an undetermmined number of panzer-
grenadierd" from the 26th Regiment of the 12th 85 Division had forced their way
through a gap between A and K Dompanies from three points west of Dom Butgenbach,
splitting the two companies and forcing back the elements of A Co with the exception
of one platoon on the right side of the line, A gap of some S00 yards was left
between the companmies(26th Rgtl History; G-2 Report).,

Immediate arrangements were made to cope with

German advance., Task Force Davhisson was alerted and told to cover the area to
- Ovifat, protecting the southwest, maintaining coantact with Jthe 120th Infantry and
covering the dam. The lsy Battalion of the 18th Infantry was o move to Weyweriz
and to attack southeast to restore A and K Co positions. The 26th Infantry also
exiiedx pulled in Company B, which was to move from Butgenbach down %o the Co A
sector. Co Bx swung out of the Battalion line and, moving south from town,

~went through the one platocn of Co A which was still heidimgxtx in place Lo

drive the enemy back.,

— _ S =
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Enemy pressure decreased under AT and artillery fire
but st 1400 a mixed column of infantry and tanks was reported moving towards Butgen
bach once more. Co B swung down to meet them but as late as 1615 has been unable
to get the road junction near Co A's former position. Artillery f;!.ra again was
placed on the enemy forces and the attack again subsided. By the .close of the day
the gap between gand K Companies® had been reduced to 200 yards. Enemy losses
in this attack were estimated to be as great as those of the day before, Estimates .
ranging as high as 44 tanks and 1200 infantry casualties were made for the two day
attack on the 26th Infantry front(26th Rgtl History, Div Arty, 1st Div After Action
Report).

A summary of the day's fighting may be had in a statement
of artillery fire during the day, because the repulse of the German attack, like that
of the day before, was due largely to(the Tire of division guns. At 0600 the 33d
and 955th FA Bns had opened fire on enemy tanks on roads leading into Butgenbach
at 922018 and 919013, At 0730 other tanks were fired on near 904012 and 907006,

The 33d FA Bn also reported tanks at 0930 near 910031, 930007, 908028 and 947017.

These were brought under fire by 21l battalions, At 0950 infantry infiltration

at 91303L was fired on, ALl roads and draws south of Butgenbach were almost eaxamimekyx
constantly under firex with the result that more than 20 tanks were estimated to

have bemtlastruyad. At 1305 the 32d and 955th fired on a troop assembly area near
095025. The 32d FA Bn called for fire on the same area at the same time. At 1340

the 5th, 7th anf Btry B, 200th FA Bn, fired on $roop movements mxaxz8 at Schoppen.
Twenty minutes later the 955th fired on the same area. The 5th FA Bn adjusted fire

on 1l tanks near 904017 at 1520, By 1530 the 2d Infantry Division had placed three
TOT(s fired by fmn'.battalinns on Bullingen. Bullingen was again hit by the 955th at

1715, In the period between 211600-221600 Divisi on Artillery end attached and support=

ing units had fired 334 missions(Div Arty Reports, lst Div After Action Report Dec 44)
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The 16th lafantry spent the 22d improving its
defensive positions.

In accordance witli plans of the previous day, the 1lst
Bn, 18th Infantry, relieved the 1st Bn, 26th Infantry, on 23 December and the
2d Bn, 18th, regrouped and organized the entire ssctor southwest of Butgenbach.,
Command of the sector now passed to the }8th Infuntry by agresment between the
20th and 18th Infantry Regiments(18th Rgtl History Dec L4). By 0945 the position
betwsen Companies 4 and K of the 26th Infs ntry had been restored. Znesuy trocps—were

atE e i W

b et ivisto 5001 I=86%012 T 860020885031, AtxdBse
sxzmpavitznaszxadexthiel ~llied styefing—of Butpenbach at 1533 was reporived; an Laves—
tigetion indicsted that the plene was an A=20 amd thet—it—had dropped-eight—bembs; -
four of which linded 4936046+

sy

Artillery shoots were arranged towns such as Mode=rscheid,

Lr}gﬂ;n during the day. At 1105 fire was

Schoppen, Faymonville, SteimbaGh and,
placed on 300 ianfantry and some eﬁamy tanks moving eastward at 835008, A4 large
eneny column mnvi_ng esstward wes heavily interdicted at 960017 by the 5th FA Bn.
Batwesn 221600-231600 Division Artillery fired 45 missions(Div Arty and lst Div Rpt ).
Between the 2,-28 December the Gemmans subsided into
purely defensive action along the Ist Division front. Movements of armor eastward
indicated that armor was being withdrawn for repairs or being replaced by purely
however
infantry units. The eneny/continusd to build up artillery m}éantritiuns southeast
of Bullingen. OSupply movements were heavy along the roads, but American aircraft
-clrc:w.- most ol the vehicles off the main roads during this ijﬁfilﬂda The lst Division
continued aggressive patrolling y frequenily being able to make penstrations of 1000
yards without opposition. Prisoner of war reports during this period indicated that

the 3d Parachute Division held the western flank of the Division front and that

the 12th Infantry Division was moving into the line(lst Div G-2 Dac 41).
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The Germans mede a final e=ffort during the month of

e
,

December to break the lst Division front. enzkhazmoxakegznf 28 Rezenber Bolore
dawn of the morning of 28 December heavy enemy fire was placed on the entire lst
etz agadnek zkhn 224 Divkskenx and movement

Divisicon dectorzac
was noted against the 2d Division as well, Shortly before dawn the 34 Battalion,
27th Volksgrenadier Regiment, 12th Division, attacked the left flink of the lsi
Division. The lst Battalion, 48th fegiment, was to attack tkx in an effort to
decure the high ground of Wirtzfeld, while elements of the 2L,6th Volksgrenadier
Division m:: push through Elsenborn from the east. The 3d Battalion, 27th
Hegiment , was taken under inten-e artillery fire and soon forced back, Elements of
the 9th Company and some engineers from the 12th Engineer Battalion got through

the draw northwest of Bullingen, but were unable to exploit the situation. Attacks
of the other elements were be_a#tan“uffi___?ﬁr 1;,5[:5; Divisiof artillery which fired,

313 missions during the daxﬁ.st Div 3—2 Hapct;'t).

On 29 December V Corps issued a letter of instructions
which indicated that Corps units would continue to hold its defensive positions
and would be prepared to resume the offensive on army order. Aggressive patrolling
was to be carried on and the ensmy was to be constantly interdicted and harassed
by artillery. After pointing out that V Corps was holding the key sector on the
northern flank of the breakthrough, the Corps letter gave praise ZfpxzEbm for
nthe splendid efforts of the men and of ficers that have stabilized our present
lines and inflicted heavy losses on the enemyses'(lst Uiv After Action Dec bli) o
The remainder of the mr:'ant.h was spent in carrying out the defensive mission laid
down in the #msx Corps! instructions.

During the period 16~2L December the lst Division

had suffered the folllewing casualties:
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KIA WLA MIA SICK TOTAL
Offs EM offs EM Offs I Offs Em Offs EM

3 37 10 303 2 129 10 169 25 9L8
In the 26th Infantry,which was the hargast hit regiment during the period
162l December, the casualtie ﬁwgi; 17 officers and 487 enlisted men(lst Div G-l
Report, Dec LL) .

In two respects the Bivision broke its record for
activity against the eremy. Betwesn 20-31 December the 1st Engineer Combat
Battalion laid 24, 519 AT mines along the Division's front, This was believed to
be the largest minefield laid by any United States Division. Of this anount
757, were laid in the 16th Infantry sector by Co A; 6007 in fropt of the 18th
Infantry sector by Company B and 10938 in fromt of the 26th Infantry's sector
by Company Ce Attention has already been called to the record firing by artillery
units during the heighth of the atback dgainst Dom Butgenbach. A breakdown of
the total number nfmi::i;:?fircd during the attack by Division Artillery plus the
955th FA Bn gives an excellent 1dea of the part played by this branch in stopping
the German drive. The missions, classified as to types, were as follows:
interdictions 316; guns 32; harassing 361; command and observatio) posts 9;
vehicles 137; tanks 21L; machine guns 63 personnel 244; registrations 26;
tscellansous 129; total 1580, Division Artillery in sumaing up its work of ‘the
month pointed out that not only did artillery fire seal off several small eremy
penetrations and prevent many infantry attacks from leaving the line of departure,
but that it also knocked out 23 tanks as contrasted to 16 destroyed by other
means (Div Arty Heport; lst Div After Action ‘epart Dec LL.) o

The 1st Division, mindful of its past history,
commaresix in commsnting on the breskthrough of 1944 compared it to the German

of fensive at Kasserine Pass in 1943, It declaredzoiX in its G-2 summary of the

action:
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"It is impossible to overlook a startling parallel
between this enemy operation(and the Division's reaction to it) and the enemy's
attempted breakthrough at Kasserine Pass in late February, 1943. At Kasserine 5
the Division, in t.l:;e Ousseltia Valley, was threatened by & major breakthrough
to the south in the vicnity of Faid Pass, Here, the breakthrough south of Monschau
caught the Division in a rest ares ;I: the north, 1In both cases the eneny was
spurred on by the hope of capturing supplies: Tebessa in Africa, and the Verviers-
Liege-Eupen area in this drive, In both cases the 26t.hU§nfantry was detached from
Division control amd sent out to hold the flank of the Gemman spearhead, attached
to IT Corps in Africa ard V Corps here, In both cases the Division turned back
the threat, inflicting heavy cesualties on the enemy: on the 2lst Yanzer Division
in Africa, and on three divisions(the 12th ss anzer, 3d Parachute and 12th Volks-
grenadier) here., And finally, in the case of _A._frica,- the Tunisian campaign was
over three qunths later"(1st Div IG—ZIRMt D;;c: ‘M)n

The lst Division also carefully considered its part in
Xl stopping the breakthrough and concluded b_p; saying that undoubtedly the enemy
considered the roadnet through Butgenbach of primary importance. On the positive
side the 1lst Division ground two regiments of a "top-drawer -PIHZEI' Division" down
to '}:’:;amuwark. Negatively it orevented the ensmy from coming to the aid of the
lst S& Fanzer Dividon which was caught "in a vise in the Stavelot-La Gleigze
area by the 30th Infantry Division, Finally § the ensmy was forced to change
his plan of getting to First Army dumps in the Verviers area, with the result that-
the IT Panzer Corps was committed to the south instead of being able to follow up
su;ccesses of the I Panzer Corps. The 1st Division's pusitiuﬁ also restricted the
overlosded road net ll;t supplying the point of the thrust. "Altogether", the

lst Division G~2 conoludes, "the northern flank of the German penetration was not

4 matter of heart-warming satisfaction to the German High Command"(lst Div 9—2);
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¢3) The plan was simple enough once the necessary force had been assembled.
Netailed intelligence reports and estimates kept track of the American situation
in the avenue of the proposed attack (See Annex 2), and it was plain that the
one impordderable in the German planning was the mobility of the American forces
which could be made available to block the drive. "Operation GRIEF" had the mission
of equalizing this factor. Roughly 700 parachutists dropped behind our lines
would seize the important road junctions between TIPEN and MATVEDY and block
the American troops which could be counted on to be pulled from the north, where
the main strength of the Allied Armies had been committed in the drive on the
Rhine., In conjunction with the parachutists, special troops in American unifor-
ms and equipped with American t ransnortation and Sherman tanks would spearhead
the German panzers to spread confusion behind the American lines and disrupt the
organization of resistsnce, (These men olanned to race toward the American rear,
shouting "The G, rmans are 500 yards backd, to stall Sherman tanks at critical
~oints in the American road net and , in general, carry on dozens of similar
divertissements). With the American ability to organize and strike back thus
tied down, the panzers could get under way a#nd move wsst. Th= preponderance
of the weight was committed in the north with the Sixth 55 Panzer Army; to the
south was the Tifth Panaer Army, and below that was the Seventh Army with the
mission of holding the southern flank and, eventually, the rear of the drive west
and north. The two panzer armies were to ddvance, with eight panger divisions in
line, on a vast, simple turning movement: four 55 divisions on the axis MALMEDY-
LInGR, and four army divisions on the axis MARCHE~NALMTR .

(L) Tour routes were allotted to the sixth 35S Apmy: "A" and "L" ran
eactward through the M) L7 aU area dnd wers lor Lie=.ce of the 277th, 246th and
326th Volksgre=nadier Divisioas breakiag & way for the panzers on the northern
flank. Routes "@" snd "DM (and presascbly other routes to the south) were to
carry the Sixth Panzer Apmy, (with the 1st 55 Division heading west along the
VA IMEDV=STAVELOT line to reach the Meuse west of LIEGE, and the 22Lh SO Division
to get on the LOSHEIM=-BULLINGEN-TUTG TRACH=-WEISKES-MALMEDY-SPA axis to hit LIEGE
from the north,

(5) Things went wrong, at least in the northern sector, from the start.
On the night of 16-17 December, nearly 700 parachutists were drovped in the general
ares of the VAIMRDV=EUPEN woods. They were, as established from PWs taken by the
18th US Ini‘ant.ry later, members of & specizl unit led by Col. Von der HEYDIE, and
hed been culled from various carachute divisions on & "Volunteer" basi s. Col,
von der HEYDTE himself was a veteran of the CRETE landing and & former holder of
a §16,000 Carnegie Fellowship for the study of international law in VIENNA., In
spite of this distinguished leadership, however, the plan went awry. lone of the
parstroopers had been told of his mission, other than that further instructions
would be given him once he landed. The NCOs only knew that they were to hold
certain road junctions; beyond that they knew nothing. 4 cross wind and bad
briefing of the J =52 oilots scattered the units and their weapons and equipment
sver an area far wider than planned. Much of the equipment was lost during the
fall and more was broken; the radios were knocked out and reorganization was
sketchy. With no secondary mission, those paratroopers who managed to reassemble
hid out in the woods, harassing isolated vehicles and taking @ few prisoners.
T ey were entirely unable to block the arrival of reinforcing troops (See Annex 3).
(6) leanwhile, to the south the lst SS Panzer VYivision was going well,
but the 12th SS had stalled east of BIULLINGEN; the II Panzer Corps (wd and 9th
35 Panzer Divisions) for some reason had not even tried to force a passage through

!
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the MONSCHAU area, possibly bedause-of-the' failwre of the Volksgrenadiers to
brealk the crust., G5till farther to the south, however, the Fifth Panzer Army was
doing very well, having completed its brankthrnugh on schedule, This success of
mere Wehrmacht trnups was probably & matter of some chagrin to the Superior SS
men.

b, BUTGENYBACH Ridge (16 December - 31 December)

(1) On 16 Dscember, the lst Infantry Division was in @ rest area north
of WIPEN. ‘hen it became apparent that the breakthrough was of major proportions,
the Division was put on an alert; at 0300, 17 December, the 26th US CT was semnt
dovn to camp FLSKENBORY, on the qurt.harn flank of the breakthrough, to contain
the enemy's drive and prevent it from svreading north. The Division, less the
128th 5 T fantry end elements of the l6th US Infantry, uamolested by von der
HEYDTRE's parachutists, was in position 24 hours later. From that f£ime to the
end of the periof the enemy's frantic efforts to bresk through on to his BULLINGEN-
BUUTGENBACH-"ESHMES route of approach to the dumps of SPA and VERVIERS were
blocked by the Division.

(2) It is impossible to overlook @ startling parallel between this
enemy operation (and the Division's reaction to it) and the enemy's attempted
breakthrough at KASSERI'E PASS in late February, 1943. At KASSERTYE, the Divi-
sion, in the Ousseltia V, ,1ley, was threatened bv a major brealtt.hruugh to the
south in the vieinity uf FAID PASS. Here, the breakthrough south of MONSCHAT
caught the Division in a rest area to the north, In both cases the enemy was
spurred on by the hope of capturing sunpli-g:; TEB®SSA in Africa, and the
VERVI "BS-LIEGE-TITPEN area in this drive, In both cases the 26th S Infantry was
detached from Division control and smt out to hold the flank of the G.rman
spearhead, attached to II Corps in A“rica dnd V Corps here, In both caaes the
Division t.ur'ned back the threat, inflieting heuvy casualties on the enemy: on
the 21.st Panzer Division in Africs, and on threse divisions (the 12th SS Pangzer,
3d Parachute and 12th Vulksgrenadier) here, And finally, in the case of Africa,
the Tunisian campaign was over three months later.,

(3) T,e enemy attack in the north, around MONSCHAU and BULLINGEN, wa
slow in starting., On 17 December the enemy attacked MONSCHAU in some force, but
was turned byck by artillery fire; subsequent attacks, which did not seem to be
pressed to the full extent of the enemy's potential, were likewise repulsed.
M anwhile the G*rmans occupied BLLINGEN and pushed patrols toward BUTGENBACH,
failing to take advantage of the fact that our défenses had hot yet completely
congealed in the area: the first elements of the 26th US Infantry only reached
Camp FLSENBCORN to the north at 0700 hours, 17 December, Consequently, something
of @ race developed hetween the 26th IS Infantry and the 12th 3S Panzer Division
for the occupation of BUTGENBACH, the next town on the projected northern route
of the enemy. Before dark on 17 December the 2d Battalion, 26th US Infantry had
taken over the town and was defending the high ground tc the southeast against
any thrust from BMLLINTEN, The 16th US Infantry was on its way down from its
bivouac area in the vicinity of VERVINRS to take up positions north of WEISMES;
the 13th US Infantry remained just south of EUPEN on an anti-parachtbe mission.

(4) During 18 December the enemy continued his attacks to reach his
assigned road net from the east, putting heavy pressure on XRINKELT amd ROCHERATH,
and finally occupying these towns after the 2d and 99th US Infantry Divisions had
been ordered to withdraw by V Corps, Preparatory to a full-scale offensive, the

o an
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enemy probed our positions constantly during 19 December. The attacks grew in
violence as the enemy tested our defenses from all sides with up to ten tanks
and approximstely a battalion and a half of infantry. During the day of 19 De-
cember no prisoners were taken who could identify the attacking units, but it is
probable that they were elements of the 12th SS Panzer Division vhich was fall-
ing far behind in its failure to get on its route of approach according to the

G _rman over-all plan. With every day he delayed the enemy's opportunity of
breaking the line and getting control of the BLSTNBORN and MALMEDY roads lessened;
during the day of 19 December the 18th S Infantry was moving south to take up

a position in the line after sweeping the woods south of EUPEN for parachutists.
During the hunt "K" Company ran into & sizeable force from the von der HEYDTE
group dug in in the wonds, but @ large part of the group took off the east

and southeast during the night. Members of von der HEYDTE's ill-starred crew,

in fact, keot showing up all over the area and turning themselves in to anti-
airersft unkts, supply installations and artillery positions; the whole ventune
was officially pronounced-a fiasco vhen the colonel himself, trying to beat his
was back to the Gorman lines, called for an ambulance in the vicinity of
MONSCHAU a few days later and asked to be evicuated. Although well aware of the
failure of his mission, he asked the interrogator to notify him should the German
radio announce that he had been awarded the Swords to the Knights Cross. .

(5) At 0225, 19 December, the first thrust at our nositions southeast
of BITGWNBACH was launched when 20 truck-ledds of enemy infantry and s everal
tanks hit "E" Comnany, 26th US Infantry; supporting artillery was called in and
the attack faded out within an hour. Patrols from "B" Company later counted
over 100 enemy desd in front of their positions. Later, at 1010, two tanks and
about & company of infantry were observed moving in on the 2d Battalion positions
from the south. The tanks managed to work their way uo to our road-block whers
one of them was destroyed by 90mm fire; the other itank withdrew, but not before
& bazooks temm had damaged one of our 90mms, The supporting infantry was disposed
of handily by artillery fire, At the sare time another sttack in about the same
strength thrust eastward from BULLINGEN; it, too, was disversed w th one tank
destroyed. Cther tanks, working their way toward WEISVTS frem the east and west,
wer= turned back by intense artillery and mortar fire, Before dark twec more
forces, both of company size and suoported by tanks, tried again to find & soft
spot on the southern and eastern edges of WEISMHES, with & complete lack of
success, “ltogether, the day was totally unproductive from the enemy's point of
viewt=aot only did he fail to sound & hollow spot in our d efenses, but his
attempts to do so were very expencsive in both infantry and armor.

(6) Nevertheless, with the lst SS Panzer Division in serious straits

tc the west on account of the 12th SS Panger's fallure to clean un thé north
flank, and probably because it was clear to the most inflated SS ego that the
formidable "Hitler Jugend" had fipuratively not made a nickel since the campaign
- started, the enemy continued resclute in his decision to force a Hessage to the

north and vest., He attacked on 20 Decamber in greater strength but with no
greater success, Al 0615 the 2d Battalion, 26th US Infantry, reported contact
with @ heavy force of tanks and about & battalion of infantry. The attacking
force was probably the 2d Battalion, 25th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, reinforced
by additional infantry (possibly elsments of thes special parachute regiment
attached to the 150th Pangzer Brigade, part of (Operation GRSIF") and supported
by the 3d Battalicn, 12th SS Tank R giment. #lthough first contact with our
forces was made just before daybreak, previously, as an extremely interesting
captured document indicates (See Annex L), the attack had suffered high casual-
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ties and had been confused by our intense artillery, mortar and small-arms fire.
In spite of this initial disadvantage, however, the attack was driven home hard
and a slight penetration was made. By 0815, however, the atfack had been com-
pletely reoulsed, eight tanks had been knocked out and were seen burning (the
number knocked out and not seen must have been considerably higher, according to

the same captured report), and all Division positions had been restored.

(7) Vhile this attack was under way, another attack, possibly coor-
dinated with the 12th 82, but more probably not, was coming in against our posi=-
tions south Ef WEISMES, The unit engaged in this thankless task was identified
as the 8th R ziment, 3d Parachute Division, old acquaintances from NORMANDY ,
TANAERWEHR and JUNGERSTORF, The parachutists had had, in fact, much t he same
history as the Division during the month, Releived from the line in the DUREN
area on 15 December, they were sent back to a rest area near MINSTEREIFEL to
hold the northern fiank of the German breakthrough. On 20 December the 3d
Battalion, 8th Regiment, was ordered to attack our positions in OBERWEYWRITZ
from the south. According to the cantain commanding the llth Company, who was
taken prisoner during the fighting, the 1lth and 12th Companies worked their way
northward along the railrosd track to the edge of the objective., There the
captain was told by a civilian that the area was l1ightly held by American troops,
The captain was not sure of the civilian s integrity and cirecled the town to the
east, intending to take it by the main road. “ur troops opened fire on him
before he eould groun his forces for the assault and the two companies scattered.
The captain said that a great many of his men had been killed; the 19th Company,
which was to support the attack, never showed up after suffering heavy casualties
from our artillery fire, -

(8) Although these and subsequent smaller attacks throughout the day of
20 December were unpromising, from the enemy's point of view, the build=up in
front of the Division nositions continued, and it was plain that it presaged far
more than continued local pressure. ‘

(9) On 21 December another assault was launched. Into it the enemy putl
everything he had at his command, &s well he had to, for by this time his need
to break through to the north and come to the rescue of the beleaguered lst 55
Panzer Division to the wast was imperative, At 0130 the enemy opened up with
machine gun and tank fire on the 2d Battalion, 26th S Infantry, positions south-
sast of RUTGENBACH; artillery was brought down and the attack was disposed of as
another feint. At 0300, however, the enemy laid down an intense, concentrated

artillery, nebelwerfer and mortar barrage. The battalion positions were blanketed,

eommunications were reduced to radio and no contact at all was possible with the
forward elements of the battalion, but when the inevitable follow-up thrust de-
veloped, our infantry was ready for it. Ten to fifteen tanks and approximately
s battalion of infantry drove forward on the battalion positions, Aptillery
defensive firss vere laid down (during the day the artiilery fired nearly 10,000
rounds) and succeeded in putting a serious crimp in the assembly of the reserve
and following troops., In spite of this disruption of his resr elements, however,
the enemy drove his attack hard and a slight penetration was made. Five tanks
which hit between "E" and "F" Companies, 26th US Infantry, got through our lines,
but our infantry held fast and cleaned out the enemy infantry following. The
tanks which got through, although working on borrowed time, succeeded in pinning
down the 2d Battalion OF with direct fire at a range of 75 yards and overrunning
the "B Company’ CP. Anti-tank guns near the battalion CP destroyed four of the
tanks; the fifth got away. By 1140 hours the full force of the enemy assault be-
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‘gan to abate and the situation in é‘r"-?htﬂi- F!" Companies' area was being re-
stored. The enemy, though operating uxder considerably reduced nower after his
rough handling, continued to try to force his way through our positions during
the day. Late In the morning, @ couple of tanks, spearheading the sttack of
approximstely & company of infantry (again, probably the 12th SS) broke through
the lines of the 1lst Battalion, 26th US Infantry, but again were isolated. At
1430 hours another attack led by tanks hit "F" Company, but was so punished by
our artillery that the enemy was not able to come to grips with ouwr infantry.

(10) After the full weight of the fighting was over it was possible,
through the intarru;atiun of the one prisoner caotured (See Annex 5), tore-
construct the enemy s attack, This man said that the 9th Company, 25th Panzer
Grenadier R giment, had led the attack with the mission of taking BUTGEIBACH with
strong tank support; following in line were the 10th , 12th and 1lth Companies,
Leading the attack, the 9th Company suffered extremely severe casualties from our
machine gun and small sarms fire and withdrew, but the following companies pressed
on with, in the end, no greater success and at an equal cost.

(11) Although the 25th Panger Grenadier Rﬂgim.ent was pretty well elimi-
nated as a potential in the fightigg of 21 Decediber, the enemy continued to place
the highest priority on cracking our defenses to allow him to roll up the
BUTGENBACH roade On 22 December the 26th Panzer Grenadier Reginent was committed
to succeed where the 25th had failed, For & while this new outfit, again with
/ heavy tank support, almost succeeded. Tanks started north against the Division
oositions shortly after dawn, attacking from three points west of DOM BUTGENBACH;
enemy infantry following the tanks managed to push our lines back. At 6940 hours
an undetermined number of panzer grenadiers had forced through our lines, split-
ting "A" and "K" Companies, 26th % Infantry. edents of the 13th US Infantry
were comnitted to hold fupther penetrations, "B" “ompany, 26th US Infantry, ad-
vanced to restore the ground and "A" Company attacked due east to close the gap.
Later, around 1600 hours, slements of the 12th US Infantry moved in and helped
in retaking the ground. i}ﬁu tank was still behind our lines after the fighting
was over, but managed to =scape after dark,

(12) Twis second attack, which was equal in intensity to that of the

25th R gilment the day before, was, in the end, equally di sastrous to the snemy.
Beyond ™is failure to reach the promised land of his northern road net, he lost
well over twenty tanks and his casualties, although uncounted, ran into ceriopling
figures, Patrols seat out on 23 December reported enemy dead as com on as grass,
with corresponding amounts of abandoned equipment, For the two days fighting it
was estimoted that the enemy lost more than 4/ tanks -- more than 4/ since that
number was actually seen and counted., T e 26th US Infantry estimated that it had
inflicted over 1,200 casualties on the enemy.

(13) V4th the collapse of his plan to force his way north, the enemy
subsided into the defense, bringing up infantry units to hold the line while he
withdrsw the 12th 5SS Division for repairs. lMoveasat in front of the D.v <%cr was
heavy but mnfleterpiped in pirpose; the most significant report of 23 Dedember was
that horse-drawn ecuppment was observed moving across the Division sector in-
dicating the artival of purely infentry units. OSmall attacks came in against the
16th and 26th US Infantries, but thay were obviously intended as holding efforts
rather thaen serious attempts at penetration. Two more enemy tanks were knocked
out in the vicinity of BULLINCEN,

.
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(14) From 23 December to the end of tThe period the enemy contlnued to
bring in infantry elements to replace his armor and to build up an-artillery con-
centration, both field and anti-aircraft, southeast of BULLINGEN. lMovement on
the limited road net in front of the Division line continued heavy, and waés taken
ander punishing artillery fire, but rather than indicating @ new formation for
an attack, it proved to be traffid supplying to deeper penetrations of the enemy
salient, driven off the main roads by our air attacks. The Division prisoner
count drooped to practically nothing; those who were taken were asually lost and
snared on our minefieslds., Division patrols moving to the front were often able
to penetrate 1,000 yards before contact, and from their reports it was evident
that the enemy was digzing in and preparing to defead. On 206 Deceaber, prisoners
and documents indicated that the 3d Parachute Division still held the western
flank of the Division's front; to te east it was believed that the 12th Infantry
Divieion had moved into line.

(15) On 28 December, this belief was confirmed: shortly before dawn
the 2d Battalioh, 27th Volksgrenadier K_giment (12th Division, attacked the left
flank of tha Division positions after an intense artillery and nebelwerfer
barrage. T, e plan was ambitious. Tye lst Battslion, AS8th R _giment, was to make
a simultaneous attack to secure the high ground west of WIRTZFELD, and elements
of the 246th Volksgrenadier Division, previously identified in front of the
unit on the 18ft of the Division, were to oush through to ELSENBORN from the
east. In spite of these slaborate plans the attack was a complete fiasco. The
3d Battalion, 27th R _giment, was taken under intense artillery fire during its
approach march and a high percentage of the Volksgreandiers reversed their field
and moved rapidly to the rear, Sone elements of the 9th Company and & handful
of enginesrs from the 12th Engineér Battalion succeeded in infiltrating up the
draw northwest of BUTLINGEN; they remained ineffective during the day and were
combed out by strong combat patrols before dark, The sttacks of the lst Batta-
lion, LB8th R giment, and the elements of the 246th Division were ecually dis-
coursged, and the net_result of the day's work wes the capture of three men from
the 534 lebelwsrfer R giment which had supvorted the sttack, thus giving & source
for much of the nsbeliierfsr fire which had been falling on Division positions
durinz previous days.

(16) The failure of his last ambitious attack apparently convinced the
enemy of the futility of trying to force his way through our defenses, for enemy
activity to the end of the period, as reported by natrols, consisted only of busy
digging and moderate counter-patrolling. The enemy continued to lay artillery
fire on our forward positions and extended his efforts to interdiction of reads
in the rear areas. '

(17) To what extend the stand of ths lst Division southeast of BUTGHENBACH
put @ spoke in the wheel of the enemy s plan is an open question., Certainly the
eneny, from the high priority he nlac&d on getiing through the northwest and
his successive a’l-out attacks, considered it of primary lmportance. The stand,
moreover, was disastrous to the enemy in a negative way. On the nositive side he
had two regimenss of one of his top-drawer S8 Panzer divisions ground down to a
framework and lost up to 60 tanks in addition. Un the negative side, however,
he wss unable to come to the rescue of the lst S5 Panzer Divisioh caught in a
vise in the STAVELOT=LA OLEIZRE area by the 30th Infantry Division. And, possibly,
most important’ of 211, he was forced to rearrange his high-level Hlan completely,

=, "
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abandoning the idea of getting at the First Army dumps in the VZRVIFRS area. As

@ result, IT SO Panzer Corps, which was to follow up the successes of the I Panzer
Corps, was committed to the south instead. With the lst Division jutting out
into the salient, the overloaded road net supplying the point of the thrust was
further restricted in the radius of artillery fire. 4ltogether, the northern
flank of the German penetration was not a mstter of heart-warming satisfaction to
the German High Comnand.

(18) If the enemy had failed to zain his ground, certainly he had tried
hard enough with every means st his command, Treachery and deception nlayed an
integral part in his plan. T'e tactics of the 150th Panzer Brigade (the power
behind (Operation GREI™) were never fully successful due to greatly increased
security measures taken b’ the Division. “lthough no established penetrations
of C rmans in American uniforms took place in the Division zone, an idea of the
effoctiveness of control can be had from the case of @ strange officer from higher
headouarters who got lost on his way to one of the regimental CPs and ended up
on @ road leading through one of the front-line commany positions. Vithin an
hour of the first alarm, the officer had been arrested four times and checked for
identity. Treachery had an equally important part in the enemy operation. A
number of American prisoners taken by the lst SS Panzer Division southwest of
MALMEDY on 17 December were disarmed and shot by their captors; more than 25
civilians were murdered in ST:VZIOT by the ssme unit, On 26 December a three-
man enemy patrol entered the lines on the 16th US Infantry with the indication
that it wanted to surrender. It was discovered, howsver, that one $f the enemy
was carrhing @ machine-pistol behind his back. The patrol was eliminated.

(19) Enemy artillery during the pariod was consistently strong, although
it reached the intensity of the HAMICH Woods only on the few occasions before an
attack, At the end of the periof a considerable artillery build-up was still
reported southeast of BULLINGEN,

(20) During the operation the GAF put in an appearance in greater
strengh t han the Division has encountered since the Huropean campaign started,
Snemy air attacks were freguent but not very productive; the highest number of
enemy planes reported over the Division area at one time was 30, The enemy air

situation was further confused by the appearance of American P-47s which committed
hostile acts and were believed to be enemy-operated; it was later learned that
the planes were Aperican and thet the fault lay with the pilots' bréefing.

/sf ROBURT F, EVANS,
Lt-l Culﬁ’ Giﬂiﬂl’
A.Cn G‘f S-, 3—21
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ANNTX 2 to Monthly Inte.ligence activities Repor;t. (Decewoer 194L Headquarters
1st S Inf Div) |
SESRET SECRET
Authooity: CG
1st US Inf Div

CAPTM/RED INTTILLIGTNCE ESTIMATE TH SS DIVISION 26 Decl 19LL
& Initials:kFE
12 85 Pz Div "HITLHR JUGEND"
n-2 Bection 26 December 1944

1. “nemy Strength and Organization.

In the first line of our own frontal sector the 99th US Inf Viv has been
identified. The Division covers the MONSCHATU~OR-MONT sector (along the road-
bend 2 kilometers west of LOTLERATY) with 3 R_giments along & froat of 30 kilome-
ters.

At MONSCHAU the newly-arrived 78th US I.f Div is in position. This unit succee-
ded in penetratirdg the Cerman defense lines with the intentions of reaching the
WRRT reservoir. The 99th and 78th US Infantry Divisions belong to the V Corps oi:
the lst US Army. South of the 99th US Inf Div sector the 108th independent Caval-
ry Regiment is probably committed. It may be assumed that the operational reserves
in the rear of the 99 US Infantry Division cupaiat of the 24 US Inf Div plus the
Lth and 102d independent Cavalry R giments., ° urthermore thoss units, now in rest
areas, which have been relieved ingthu ROER sector, including the lst -

US Inf Div, may be considered as operational reserves,

Tn this sector mayv hereomnitted nnits of Division size from

the reserve of the 9th Army now atbacking the JULICH area,

2. DSnemy Operations.

In the sector of the 99th US Inf Yiv the enemy is in a defensive position.
His defensive line in the sesctor MOFEN-HOLLERATH consi sts of strongpoiats
only, due to the wooded terrain, while in the area HOLLERATH-UDENBRETH and to the
douth a svstem of strong entrenchments has been identified. VYue to the recent
digging activities in the area HOFEN-HOLLTRATH jt may be concluded that his defense
line will be -strongly fortified, It may even be assumed that the enemy will
commit his units south of MONSCHAU into the attack in the direction of the EKRFT
reservor. (99th US Infaentry Division)

German prisoners of war are being used to dig entrenchmernt s. A large
number of dogs have been observed at many placesi Aparently troops occupy all vi-
llages near the front. The American soldier is very careléss in guarding his bi-
llets., In mapy instances the guards desert their posts at night. ‘

FEnemy artillery build-ups are apparent in three main areas:
Tn the ar-a XRTINKELT-NUNNIVNGWN (5 to 6 battalions).
South of MONSCHAU (approx 4 battalions).
At WANDFRSFTLD (approx 4 battalions).
So far only harassing fire has been employed.

3. Dvaluation of EBnemy Units.

99th US Infantry Division activitated 1942; in Furope since end of October;
first combat experience middle of November,.. The 78th US Infantry Division

R
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is also a newly-activivated infantry division without Gombat experience. These
units in reserve areas which will probably be committed from their rast areas have
suffered heavy losses during the battle in the sector west of the ROER. In

spite of the fact that they are 0ld and battle-experienced divisions it appears
~that the replacements are not of the desired celiber, since it has been learned
that one of the divisions used members of a penal company as raplacements.

L+ Dnemy Capabilities.

In view of his intentions in the area sast of AACHTN, and the heavy losses
sust-ined there, the enemy has occunied the EIFEL front only very weakly., .

in order to secure this sector against G rman surprise attacks the relieved
units from the RO"R sector have been placed in rest areas in the forward sector,
These untis are only capable of offering strong resistance sgainst an energetic
attack if the enemy succeeded in bringing to the south in & short time the operation-
al reserves held in readiness for the ROWR attack.

Al learned from experience it is assumed that the enemy will not aquickly
recover from his unexnected reserses.

As far as terrain is concerned, the attaclcers as well as the defenders m ast
cope with the heavy clay on the area HOHRN VENY and also the many rivers and rivu-
lets which mostly flow from north to south., # good road net is available for troop
movements in @ north-south direction.

5. Znemy Airforce Employment.

In the area of Belgium and northern France, enemy c an employ from 1700 to 1300
fighters and fighter-bombers, Besides, he has at his disposal units stationed in
Hallend and northesst F_ance, |

6. Partisan Activities,

At all times one must consider the employment of a Belgian-French Militia or
members belonging to units of the "ARmee Blanche". In this connection your atten=-
tion is brought to the instructions about interrogation of civilians, which has
been sento to the ¥, P,A, (lower unit interrogators). '

For the 12 S5 Pz Div "HITLER JUGEND"
First General S aff Officer

Signed/ Illegible

s/ Robert F, Hvans,
t/ ROBTRT ®, RVAS,
I8, Cols, G.S.C.,
FL.C- of S., f.-'r-Z.
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ANNEX 3 to Monthly Ir +lligence Activities Raeport (December l?&&kHeadquarters
lst TS Inf Viy)

SE

HBADYUJARTARD 1st 1,9, INFANTRY DIVISION
APO 1, U, S. Army

19 December 1944

CAPTURED LETTER ("WR MARCH"

The following letter was written by an eager 55 man to his sister Huth:

Eifel 16 Dec, L.
S“turday

Dear Ruth:

My daily letter will be very short today=-short and Sweet. I write during one

of the gr-at hours before én attack--full of unrest, full of expectation for what
the next days will bring. Everyone who has been here the last two days and nights
(uapaciilly nights), who has witnessed hour after hour the assembly of our crack
divisions, who has heard the constant rattling of Panzers, knows that something is
up and we are looking forward to a clear order to reduce the tension., W, are still
in the dark as to "where" and "how" but that cannot be nel ped}

Some believe ‘1 big wonders but that may bs shortsighted! It is enough to know
we attack, and will throw the enemy from our homeland, That is a holy task! I do
not want to talk or write much now--but wait and see what the hours ahead will »
bring!

Overhead is the terrific noise of V1, of artillery--the voice of war., So long
now=~wish me luck and think of me.,.

The fullawing postscript was hurriedly scribbled on the back of the sealed
envelope:

"18 December 1944,.. Ruth! Ruth! Ruth! uww FARCH!I L

s/ lobert F. Eans,
t/ ROBERT F, RVANS,
Lt. Col., G.S.C,,
A,C. u'f Sl’ G-zl
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ANTEX L to Monthly In. uligence Activities Report (Dec. .er 1944 Headgquarters

lst US Inf Div)

HEADQUARTERS lst U,S. INFANTRY DIVISION
APO 1, U. S. Army

2L, December 1944

CAPTTRED COMBAT REPORT, 3d BATTALION, 12TH SS TANK REGTMENT

During the night of 19-20 December the 26th US Infantry reeeived a heavy
armored and infantry attack on its left flank., The attack, which started at bbout
2300 hours, continued in varying degrees of intensity throughout the night and until
about 0800 hours. An hour later a second attack, at the time believed to be a
continwtion of the first, came in on the right flank of the 26th US Infantry,

AFter the attacks had subsided, the 26th US Infantry estimsted that it had knocked
out six tanks.

During the morning of 24 December, a courier who was apparently lost ran @cross

@ minefiled laid by the 16th IS Infantry in a tracked motoreycle and blew ups The
courier was carrying the document below. The report deals with the attack on the
left flank of the 26th US Tnfantry, and it is svident that considerably more than
the estimated six tanks were knocked out by our fire, The infantry mentioned is
believed to be the 2d Battalion, 25th Pangzer Grenadier R¥giment; the parachutists
were probably from the special (z.b.v.) parichute regiment attached to the 150th
Panzer Brigade, The later attack on the right flakk of the 26th US Infantry was

- launched by elements of the 3d Parachute Bivision.

3d. Battalion, 12th S° PgRegt. Bn. CP, 23 December 154L

COMPAT REFORT ™OR PERIOD

FROM_18TH TO 23d DEC 1944

After the night attack on "RT'KELT Buring the night of 18-19 December the
battalion was ordered back to its starting position on orders from regiment. The
battalion, less 1lth Company, reached the highway in the wooded area vicnity point
£99 aad 672 4t 2400 hours. 1lth Company, which,'together with 5th Conpany, had
remained at the north eastern edge of KRINKELT for security, was also pulled back
intc the wooded area later during the night.

Losses in the night attacks 1 Mark IV belonging to 10th Company became & casualty
when it hit a mine.

1 Mark IV belonging to 1llth Company was damaged by a
Sherman tenk during the night fighting in the town
(damage to tracks).

1 Officer of 1lth Company was slightly injured by
Ehri Dnﬂl .

1 Sherman put out of sction by llth Company; 10 prisoners taken.
After repleniching its gas and ammunition supply, the battalion
was to assemble at 0500 hours and start its advance on BUTGE-
BACH via LOSHEIMWRGRABEN - BULLINGRN, Bedause of difficulties
in connection with refueling and the clogred highways, the battal-
ion's point reached the road near (left out of original) at

1200 hours.

«lds
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The B;ttallnn Commanding Offic@ r with his Liaison Officer, went
ahead to BULLINC™ in order to peconnoiter terraih and situation and establish
contact with alumants committed there. After being briefed by Captain URABEL
of 3d Battalion, 26th 33 Panzer CGrenadier R“giment, the battalion was oriented as
follows by the commanding officer of the advance elements of the 12th S5 Paazer
Division, Major (wahrmacht not 55) MEIRR:

"I reached BULLINGZN which had already been taken for one or two days. (The
exact date slipped my mind, it can, however, be established by further inquiry).
I was then stooned by my division in soite of my suggestion to penetrate to
BIITCENBACH without delay, lest the enemy gain time to bring up reserves and esta-
blish a strong line of defense",

Major MEIER further explained that the enemy had strenghhened himself conti-
nually during the preceding day, thet he had dug in, and thus established & defense
line in the vicinity north of BULLINGEN, DOM, BUTGENBACH, to the edge of the woods
southwest DOM, BUTZENBACH,

The liaison officer was left behind at BULLING™N in order to establish further
contacts. The Commanding Officer, together with his just arrived sdjutant, retur-
ned to LOSHETMFRORABREMN in order to acouaint the Regimental Commanding Officer with
the situation.

After the report concerning the situation at BULLINGEN had been givun the
to the R“gzimental Commanding Officer in the Division Commanding General's presence,
the latter gave instructions concerning further plans.

Tye alerted battalion took the following positions:

10th Company with & ginur Platoon.
9th Company

11th Company
Parts of Headquarters Company

A the infantry reached its first objective west of BULLTNGEN only at 2300
hours, “the battalion started its attack at 2310 hours., In the darkness, the tank
point, instead of advancing in a westernly direction, advanced towards the south-
west; yeot it was possible to halt it and direct it to the correct road. In the
meantime, the liaison officer had found out that the infantry was still on both
sides of the road about 800 meters west of the road junction at the western entrain-
ce into BULIINGEN. Slowed down by the pace of the infantry, the attached paratroo-
pers and mine detector squads, the point made halting progress only.

After the security lines of the infantry, paratrconers, and engineers already
committed in that area, had been passed by about 220 yards, heavy anti-tank fire
from the left, from the direction of DOM. BUTGENBACH, as well as exceedingly heavy
artillery and mortar fire was encountered, The infantry suffered most serious
losses as a result of this fire and the accompanying hesvy rifle and enemy machine
gun fire. The attack failed before the point could be fully committed, as several
vehicles were in bad shape because of artillery and mortar hits.,

The company was withdrawn by the Commanding COfficer, and the battalion was
regrouped,

2

At about 0500 hours, the battalion, on both sides of the highway, renewed its

attack with the 9th company (JAGDPANTHER Tanks) as point. It penetrated the
foremost anti-tank defenses, but the commanding officer and his tank were hit,

-13=-
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The commanding officer took his burning tommend tank to the rear and took the
command tank of 1lth Company, which he led during the attasck. In the meantiae,
9th Company, in spite of extremely heavy anti-tank fire y had penetrated
to the high ground west of DOM, RUTGENBHCH, and was engaged by superior enemy
forces, whhch put three of eight tanks out of action. 9th Company, engaged
in that vieinity, was expossed to extremely heavy artillery and mortar shelling.

The 1llth Compeny, which had been brought up in the meantime, recsived heavy
anti-tank fire from the right flank, and the command tank with the battalion
commanding officer, received a direct hit and started to burn., Other tanks wer-
dameged by & rtillery and anti-tank fire,

As 9th Company was unable to advance further, and the point was pinned down,
the commanding officer decided to discontinue the attack. There was no further
hope of success, and friendly artillery was unable to diminish the enemy's artille-
ry fire,

The battalion was then taken back into its starting positions. Refueling,
reparis, and receipt of ammunition could not be accomplished in BULLINCEN
as originally nlanned, TFor that reason (the enemy's artillery hsving zeroed in on
the town), the battalion was taken 2 kilometers to the rear to the vichiaity
of TIEPEMBACH, (50mm anti-tank destroyed).

Since very few elements of the battalion were le™t (3 JAGDPANTHER and 10
Mark IVs), they were consclidated under Captain WEWERS in order to takes part in
another atdack on 21 December. During that action, the battalion s liaison officer,
Lieutenant FRITSCH, was killed by & diresct anti-tark hit on his tank. Detailed
reports abootit that action will have %o follow, as Captain WHWERS has probably
been killed and the situstion will have to be cleared un through further inguiry.

The same is true of the attaik of SCHOPPEN on 22 Decenber 19i4.

(Illegible signature)

s/ Robert F. Bvans,

t/ ROBERT F. EVANS,.
Lt, Cl'}l-l G.E‘-C-,
AC of S., G‘zn
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Annex 5 to Monthly Intelligence Activities Report (Decemoer 1944 Headquarters

1st US s Yiv)
sm*u.
22 December 194

TNTERROGATION REPORT, 26TH PANZER GRENADIER REGIMENT
hours Dec to 221800 hours Dec 1944

26th Regiment, 12th 52 Pivision.......7
25th Regiment, 12th S° Division....... 2
Engineer Battalion, 3d para “ive......2

TOTAL 11

1. Some history of the arrival of the 26th Panzer Grenadier flegiment, 12th
33 Panzer Division, was obtained from orisoners who nassed through the Uivision
cage. The regiment was originally stationed along with the rest of the division
near COLOGNT, where its chief mission, as a part of the Sixth Panzer Army, was to
sit like a raven overlooking the nlans of the Allied operation staffs. On 12 ( DEC_)‘
September, General 5 _pp DIETRICH, commanding the oixth Panzer Army, @ppeared and
told the men they were to embark on the crucial blow; the regiment mounted its org-
anic armored versonnedl carriers and moved to the area of the breakthrough by the
route of ALRATH (2274) - ROMERSKIRCHEN - XORWIGSDORF - ALTENRATH - METTHERNICH -
VONENHOVEN - ALTEVAHR - HONIGEN - ADTNAU (4298) - HOWFRATH - KRAHWINKEL \8393) -
BULLTWNTN, There the 3d battalion of the Regiment, of which the prisoners were
members, rested, fed up on American rations (it was the first hot meal since lea-
ving the COLOCNE area), and gassed up on American gas. Iiany of the men were issued
Aperican field jaclets, long=handled underwear and American cigaret-es.

2, The trip down took six days, and the battalion arrived in BULTL.INGEN on 18
December., There was no serious difficulty with gasoline sup>ily on the way south,
although at several points the convoy had to pull up and wait for supplies to
arrive from the rear, The supnlies, however, always did arrive vithin a reasonable
time; the PWs were sure that the gesoline always came from the rear and not from
the front. -

3.During one of these waits between ADBIA and HONERATH one prisoner got off
the carrier and roamed aro ind the neighborhood. Yuring his roamings he came upon
the sites of three V-1 launching platforms, all in full operation. These he
nointed at 422941, ALLOLD and 157962, The area is in the NUWRBURG RING, & former
cross-country @2 utomobile race course,

I,. The PWs renorted that the roads down were jammed with vehicles, but that
a fairly efficient traffic control system had been set un. Several times they
were stopped to allow high oriority convoys through. Ope of these conboys was an
soproximate battalion of men dressed in American filed jackets and fatigues,
riding in American 6x6 and jeeps., The "'s battalion commander explained that these
were special troops who would operate behind the american lines; they coild be
identified E; bandages on their heads and a yellow rectsngular nateh on the left
shoulder, T is encounter took place on the other side of BULLINGIN.

, % .
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5. 0On the night of 22 December the battalion was alerted and rode up to the
SCHOPPEN area to assemble for an attack. At SCHOPPEN they left their vehicles and
marched toward BUTGTNBACH, the objective of the attack., Halfway along the road they
stopped to Jein up with a force of 25 tanks =- 15 from ths tank reziment of the 12th
83 Division and 10 Wehrmacht tanks, The Wehrmacht tanks weres late owing to gaso-
line difficulties. As many men as possible mounted on the tanks, the rest walked
alongside, and the attack took off at 0300 hours. The first accident occurred when
the force ran into a lone Sherman cruising the area; one German tank was knocked out
and the whole colunn was ignominiously machine gunned. Later a second tank was
lost to artillery fire. Still later the battalion ran into the 26th US Infantry.

6. The Plis said thet the 1st a nd 24 Battalions of the 2.'" TNegiui~. followed
the 3d Battalion out of BULLINGEN to SCHOPPEN and were to exploil any breakthrough.
The mission of the 2d Battalion, in fact, was to occupy BUTGENBACH after it had
been taken. |

7. The PWs were told in an original briefing that the 12th 8S and the lst SS
were to make the initial attack. The 9th SS was to exploit the breakthrough of
the 12th 55 and the 2d SS was to follow the 1lst 35, The only indication that this
plan had been followed was the fact the PWs saw one anti-craft hattalion of Fth
S5 in SCHOPPREN, a town that seems to be as busy a&s rabbit-warren with 8§ troops.,

8. Other information: The tank regiment of 12th 5S is believed by the PWs
to be with the 9th 38 Division to the rear (i.e., to the so@th). Of 125 men in
the 10th Company, 3d Battalion, 20 were veterans of the fighting in NORMANDY. One
of the _PWs was 16 years old. 'fJiviainn coma xer of 12th SS is General GRAS; of the
26th R giment, Colonel KRAUSE} of the 1llth Compsny, Lieutenant LATTER.

s/ Robert F, Evans,
t/ ROBERT F. EVANS,
Lt. Cf}l., GiS:Ci,
A, C, of S,, G2,
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The reziment was alerted roI ecltte novenment as 2 result of & large
-enemy breekthrough. All pesces nﬁﬁ leaves were cancelled, end pre-
perations mede for movements.

oved Iron rlit ared vicinity Verviers
and Herve tﬂ positlions vmainity of Hﬂﬂirﬂ?illi Bolgium wiﬁh the mis=-
gion of defending to the southwests Contact patmli in.od contact

with adjecent units, and the battalione prepcored end uﬂaupi.eu defensive

_ Regiment, plus attachments,

- positionse

The 3rd Bn repulsed enemy 5L GO.CH onc
wbja¢t31ai, preparing new daf&nn;vu paiitianaq

: A
ocs Bn sedzed and oecupded the town of Wedsnes, and repelled enemy R
temp ts &1 infiltratlions |

The lst Bn occupied new reserve p theest end southwest of Y
Bruveres, with Cos .l.n‘o "'Eo\.err\é‘ EE ‘ g ’

2nd Bn extended l.’mea % 1 "”r "u gh ground, withous inclident, |
The 3rd Bn repelled enemy etteupte to infilirate their positions, and
extengive mine flelds were 1Eiﬁ.in front of all positionss :

jp— i

C0e F we.s noved O ﬂﬂﬁﬁ@?‘*?ﬂulgrf' ¢ ?nﬁ 81l pattalions leikd addition-
&1 riinee end bparbed wire, Eneny attenptis To infiltrate were repulsed
by the Srd bBns | |

'deitianal mines and w.
of infantry supnoried Ly tanka.

Cos K, from reserve,
to teke an outposi
Additionel mines laid.

positions were attﬁakei; ani_nﬂﬁitiﬁnal wire imd.minai laid. -
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C-L-133

EXTRACT OF HISTORY OF THE\fﬁ'IH INFANTRY - DECHMBER 1944 1 tf

The reorganizational period ended abruptly on NDecember 17th after &
2L hour period of alert, occasioned by Von Rundstedt's startling thrust through
our 1lines southeast of Malmedy. At 1330 hours of the 16th the entire Division
was placed on @ six-hour alert after word had been received that the VIII Coros
could not hold & strong enemy infantry-tank attack and thet the V Corps was
being hard pressed on its right flank. In conjunction with their strong ground
attack, the Germans had also dropped parstroopers at @ number of points in ihe
vicinity of Bupen, Malmedy, Monschau and the large wooded stretches in that
general area., At 1530 hours on the 17th the l8th Combat Team comuenced Lo move
by trucks to the vieinity of Eupen to take up & defen-ive position «roaad the
eastern perimeter of the town., Acting under the direct orders of the V Corps
Commander, our mission was to organize and coordinste the defenses of the im-
portant road center and block the roads leading to Monschau and Malmedy. In
addition, #n estimated force of 500 enemy paratroopers was reported to be at
various points in the heavy woods that extended for several miles south of

Bupen; and it fell to our lot to comb these vwoods and destroy the enenmy there.

At 2400 howrs of the 17th, orders were received %o discharge a task
force to the vieinity of V - 8116, a nortion of the woods where the paratroopers
were reported to have cut the Bupen - Malmedy road with harassing automatic
fire. The plan called for our "L" Company reinforced to move south to the
hostile area at 0730 on the following morning. At the same time & reinforced
platoon of the 16th Infantry was to move north to the same area, and the two
groups were to converge on the enemys The operation went off as planned the
next day, and "L" Compafly accompldshed its mission with a minimum amount of
contact with the enemy. ®ither the paratroop force had been overestimated as
to numbers or had shifted its center of operations. Only a few small groups
of the enemy were encountered and the majority fled into the woods on our
approach. Four were tiken prisoner and they proved to be from a Battle Group
Von Heidtz. Before nightfall "K" Company was moved to the south to take up a
bloeking mission along with "L" Company in the woods astride the road.

In the meantime, V Corps Headquarters had become concerned about an
enemy build-up ezst of Monschau and alerted us to have our lst Battalion pre-
pared to move to the east to reinforce the L7th Combat Team in that section.
The situation was chenging rapidly, however, and at 1400 hours the regiment
was alerted to move to the Weismes srea where the eneay was threatening with a
display of tenks. By nightfall of the 18th the Regimental Commander had received
so many warning orders owing to the uncertainty as to the enemy's next move
in his offensive, that we were prepared for any task the next day might bring.

At 0200 hours on December 19th the situation clarified considerably
when CCA of the 3rd Amored Division was ordered Lo effect an immsdiate relief
of the 13th Combat Team in its defensive role around Eupen. Our regiment was
ordered to conduct a large-scale sweep of the entire wooded area south of
Zupen and then to rejoin the lst Division, committed farther to the south.
The relief was completed at 1300 and the regiment jumped off immediately on
its mission. Spasmodic resistance was encountered but all battalions reached
their objectives without any difficulty by nightfall, Twelve prisoners of war
were seigzed and considerable enemy equipment discovered and destroyed in the
woods., M"K" Company held up to coatain what was reported to be a formidable
force in one portion of the woods; but when the next morning rolled araund,
the ensmy had fled, leaving behind 23 American Soldiers to be rescued by our
merl.

il
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At 0720 hours on the 20th the regiment was alerted Lo move to &n as-
sembly area in the vicinity of Sourbrodt, there to be employed as Division Re-
serve until further order. Shortly afterwards the Regimental Commander was
ordered to di spatch the 2nd Battalion to the sector of the 26th Combat Team,
under whose control they would operate. The regiment completed its move to
Sourbrodt by 1635 hours; and the 2nd Battalion, owing to very heavy oressure
throughout the 26th Infantry sector, was committed on a broad frontage, rein-
forcing both the lst and 2nd Battalions of our sister regiment., Thet evenlng
"I" Company moved to a dam south of Sourbrodt, to guard it against sabotage.

On the morning of December 22nd word was received that some of the
nositions of the 26th Combat Team had been overrun by enemy tanks and infantry
south of the town of Butgenback, At 0955°our lst Battalion was alerted to move
to that vicinity by trucks and counter-attack in a southeasterly direction to re-
store the position. After several changes in plans the situation for the 26th
Infantry apoceared more favorable; and the lst Battallion moved to Butgenbach thal
afternoon to =ffect a relisf of the 1lst Battalion, 26th Infantry, rather than
counter-attack. This was completed by 1000 hours on the next morning; the 2nd
Battalion was regrouped and organized the entire sector southwest of Butgenbach;
and the 13th Combat Team now assumed control of the entire area south of the
town.

‘The Regimental Command Post moved to Nidrum, & small village north

of Butgenback on the evening of December 22nd, The next day the 3rd Battallion
moved to take up & reserve position in the northern outskirts of Nidrum, while
the two front line battalions patrolled actively to the south and made contact
with scattered snemy groups guarding the northern dpproaches to the Butgenbacher
Heck , a vast wooded &res_ruaning parallel  to  the'new Division front. The supply
trai ns of the Combat Teams moved to Cemp Elsenborn, north of Nidrum. The 3rd
Battalion Commander reconnoitered the various defensive zones of the Division
sector W th s view of counterattacking or reinforcing @ny part of the sector on
Divi sion order.

The tactical plan of employment of the lst Division called for our
holding the newly organized line for an indeflinite period of time. Immediate
steps were taken to prenare as strong defensive position as possible. For
several nights running, engineers, riflemen, anti-tank men, and ploneers toiled
seaselessly to sow mine fieslds, ersct road blocks, prepare dummy-gui positions,
and string barbed wire, At the same time our reconnaissance and combat patrols
were very active carrying the fight to the enemy's lines. These actions were
small but bitter. In reality, the Butgenbach sector, because of the reluctance
of the enemy to offer active combat, became s deadly training ground for our
high percentage of new men. Individuals acquitted themselves splendidly, and
a new Leam spirit was seen developing.
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December - At 1145 hours the combat team (less tanks and tank destroyers)
was placed on a si% hour alert., Al% leaves, furloughs and passes were cancelled,
but those atready on leave were not to be recalled, At 2115 homrs the unit was
placed under a one hour alert, An snemy attack between the 5th and 8th @orps had
developed into a twelve didision drive. Five minutes later the Regimental S-6
and S=3 were ordered to report to V Corps Headquarters.

1E Dtcﬁggr lﬁﬁ - Shortly after midnight, billeting perties reported te the Cp,
- Battalion was alerted to move at 0230 hours, with the 2nd following, and

the lst Battalion closing out of the Aubel area last.

Th® 3d Battaliom moved out on the exact moment, and about OLOO hours the
battalion column was halted temporarily when word came through that paratroopers
were dropping behind our lines. Reports had came thro gh that the 12th 3S Division
had taken BULLINGEN early that morning. From then on, the convoy travelled without
lights and arrived at CAMP EZLSENBORN at about 0700 hours. About 1400 hours the
battalion moved to the town of BUTGTNBACH and then secured positions northwest of
BULLTNGEN, The 2nd Battalion meanwhile had reached the BUTGENBACH area and had
also jumped off north of the town. "E" Company secured the town, and "G" Company
took high ground overlooking the town, wvith "F Company on "G" Company's right,

By 1830 hours both 2nd and 3rd Battalions were reported in on their objectives,

W -~ The 26th Infantry was at this time under 99th Infentry Div-
sion control, and the mission given the unit at 0030 hours was to hold the town

and oceupy the hill mass west and southwest of the town astride the east-west road.
The 3rd Battalion moved several hundred yards north of BULLINGEN and secured po-
sitions without resistance, About 1240 hours a sco:t car was observed on the road
leading into the 2nd Battslion positions, and this was destroyed by anti-tank fire.
The surviver in the Germman reconnaissance car proved from the Adolph Hitler Dive
ision, and it was from questibdning this prisoner that the information was drawn
that the enemy belived our sector lightly held, Towards evening, "E" Company
reported armored vehicles about 1500 yards to théir right front, near BULLINGEN,
The 33rd Field Artillery laid in artillery on the town and firew were reported
started in the town.

1 r 1944 = Sharp probing attacks were made in the 2nd and 3rd Battalion
sectors throughout the day, At 0225 hours, twenty truckloads of German infantry
and sane tanks detrucked at 943016, in frentoof the .Gompany-"B¥ podibtions; «The

2d Battalion called in the coordinates to Delta and both the 331rd Field drtillery
and Dandy fired at the enemy attacking force, The intense artillery fire knocked
out three tanks and scattered the German infantry, At 0325 hours, the attack was
dispersed. In the early morning, Company "A" moved to high ground 1000 yards south
‘of BUTGENBACH, to tie in with Company "B" which was next to the main road leading
to the 2nd Battalion.

At 1010 hours two tanks and one company of enemy infantry were spotted soath
of the 2nd Battalion positions., One tank was halted by A-T gun~fire and the A-T
gun in turn was taken under enemy rocket-gun fire which destroyed the gun, From
noon on, the three battalion positions were under heavy artillery and mortar fire.

Towards the evening, 3rd Battalion laid in some mortar fire upon enemy pat-
rols that tried to probe "K" Company positions, and scattered these before any
small-arms fire developed,

a1 e
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20 December 1944 = Machine-gun and Tank TiTe'to "Bv Company's front about 0130
hoirs alerted the 2nd Battalion. The 33rd Field Artillery tunmned loose a barrage

in front of the company positions and by Ol45 hours all was quiet. It was Lo pr-
ove the lull before the main attempt.,

At 0330 hours about twenty tanks and a battalion of infantry hit the 2nd
Battalion peositions, placing greatest pressure on Company "E" and Company "F's
Maximum artillery fire was called for by Lte Cols Daniel and the 33rd Field Artill-
ery tied in the efforts of all of its batteries as well as the batteries of the
955th Field arillery and the 15th Field Artillery Battalions. The enemy artillery
and mortar barrage upon the 2nd Battalion position proved intense as the enemy
tank and infantry drove into the 2nd Battalion., Tanks succeeded in overruniing the
lines between Companies "E" and "F#, but the infentry remained in their places,
trusting to the tank destroyers and anti-tank guns behind them to dispose of this
threat to their rear, The enemy infantry seeking to follow through was unsble to
penetrate the lines that held under the most intens- pressure ever experienced by
the companies. The mist and smoke of the early morni g made the fighting & matler
of close range firing. Anti-tenk guns waited until the tanks were within point-
blank range before letting go their pounds, and the enemy rocket=gun fteams follow=
ing the tanks wer= able to subject the anti-tank crews tc rocket-gun fire, The
reserve force of the 2nd Batt:llon, a platoon of "G" Company, was quickly committed,
and @ company of the lst Battalion requested, #MC" Company was pulled out of the
1lst Battalion line and swung over into the 2nd Battalion sector., Two platoons
were committed to back up "F" Company and two platoon were placed in Battalion
reserve,

Five enemy tanks had pulled up to 100 yards of the Battalion CP, and were
placing the CP under heavy, direct fire. Lt. Cpl, Daniel stood firm, and still
issued his order: Hold fast. Anti-tank guns were shifted about wnd fired upon
the enemy tanks. Two were knocked out, and the other three withdrew some dis-
tnace., A lull occurred about 0530 hours, and radio communicstion was established
between the battalion and regiment. Mines and tank destroyers were requested by
the 2nd Battalion commander, three (#) more A=T guns were sent up at 1000 hours.
An engineer platoon was also requested to help lay about 1000 anti=-tank mines in
front of the battalion positions, but these did not arrive until late in the
afternoon. Heavy enemy fire still pounded the 2nd Battalion positions after the
enemy tank and infantry withdrew. The withdrawals were only temporary, and
throughout the morning and late afte noon the enemy launched three separate att-
eks, aimed at splitting "E" and "F" Companies, All of these efforts were frust-
fated, in large part due to the artillery's tremendously effective fire., Foll=
owing a heavy attack launched by six (6) tankk and two companies of infantry
which pressed closer to the battalion CP once more before it was beaten off, the
eneny stopped his attacks for the nidht.

c R - At Q400 hours, following @nother heavy artillery barrage, the
eneny Lanks and infantry attacked the 2nd Battalion positions once more in an
effort to force the main road running through BUTGHYNBACH, 8ix German tanks were
destroyed by the artillery fire which fell close to the forward positions, and the
flames of these 1it the srea of fighting, Enemy tanks succeeded in penetrating
the lines this time though"G" Company's posision., When anti-tank fire was placed
upon these, the German tanks took refuge behind sane buildings near ihe Battalion
CP, and fired upon the battalion rocket-gun teams thet tried to get within range,
In an effort to drive the enemy tanks out, mortar fire was called down upon the
battalion positions, when these tanks left the shelter of the buildings, the
anti-tank crews fired on them., It was slow work, for the tanks moved from build-

ing to building, and then systematically hed to be mortered out, BY 1000 hours,
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all enemy tanks, later discovered to be five in number, had been destroyed, Mean-
while, the infantry again held their positions and endured wave after wave of att-
acks by enemy infantry who persisted in moving through our terrific artillery
barrage and came to close grips with our infantry. Our infantry fought the hostile
tanks and infantry with hand-grenades, rocket-guns, BAR's and rifle grenades.
Machine=guns were in almost constant operation, and the crews of tanks, tank de-
stroyers and anti-tank guns remained at their posts until they had either destroyed
the enemy or had been destroyed. By evening, the issue had been decided, and what-
ever enemy tank and infantry forces remained were foreed to withdraw. Shortly
afterwards the enemy again resumed his heavy artillery and mortar shelling of the
DOM BUTGENBACH ridge which the 2nd Battalion had held fast.

22 ?umber 12&& -~ The enemy had not finished in his efforts to break tLhrough.,
ne, chose to attack the lst and 3rd Battalion sectars. "A" Company

was attacked at 0630 hours, with six enemy tanks and several hundred infantry
hitting the left platoon of the company. Again the enemy tanks viere able to pen-
etrate the line, but the infantry was stopped by courageous stand put up by the
overrun infantry and the plsatoon on the right side of the company line, In & dar-
ing move, Company "B" was swung out of the battalilon line, and working south,
from the town, it worked through the one platoon of Company "A" that hed held its
position and then swung east to drive the enemy back. By 1430 hours the situation
had stabllized. The enemy tanks liad been forced back and twc of them destroyed

by artillery as‘hey tried to reach their own lines,

K" Company also was placed under pressure by several tanks and oie company
of infantry, but the hotile thrust was turned back. An anti-tank gun knocked out
a Mark V tank that tried to swing its mahine-guns on the troops as soon as it broke
through the line,

Tovwards evening, our artillery caught a long enemy column on the road to
SCHOPPEN and pounded it, Save for some enemy shelling, no further attacks were
made,

The enemy attempts had been costly: from thirty (30) to thirty-five (35)

" German tanks had been destroyed, and some 1200 casuslties inflicted upon the

German infantry.

December 1 - Barly morning the 2nd Battalion outposts spotted a large en-
emy column going east out of BULLINGEN, and Delta fired &« mission on this enemy

- group which succeeded in scattering it. Outside of some desultory mortar fire

lan@ing in the lst Battalion area, all was quiet during the day. Towards even-
ing, two enemy tanks to the front of "I" Company wére taken under our tank and
mortar fire, and one of the enemy tanks was destroyed, The enemy crew abandoned
the second tank, which was hit and set afire., 2nd Battalion patfols established
that 0 tanks had been knocked out in their area alone.

Orders were issued by higher headquarters that all personnel in the
forward areas were to wear gas makks at all tives,

In a re-arranging of defenses, the 2nd Battalion remained in place,
whth the lst and 3#d Batialions securing high ground closer to the 2nd Battalion
positions.

| On this day, the task of mining the areas in front of the regimental
positions was begun. It was to continue throughout the remainder of the month.

- Y
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&n December l;_l‘& - 2nd Battalion patrols probing the enemy positions in the vie-
inity of ! NGE were turned back by heavy small-arms and ma chine-gun fire. 3d

Battalion patrols throughout the night intercepted and clashed with enemy pat=
rols close to their lines and turned the hostile patools away with losses,

"C" Company patrols reported that many machine-guns and machine-pis-
tols had been left by the Germans as they had retrested after their altempts to
force the 2nd Battalion position.

The 99th U, S. Infantry had reported that eneny paratrcopers had been
dropped in their sector, but none were rdported in the 26th Infantry sector,
though the unit was alerted against this enenmy sctivity.

TRWARDS ZVENING, Delta fired a mission at BULLINGEN, when eneny ve-
hicular tra’fic was reported in town by 2nd Battalion outposts. The rest of the
night proved vithout incident, Mines were laid by an engineer detail, with the
general plan to work the mine field so that it Joined with the one the 18th Inf-
antry laid,

%5 Decesber l9_ﬁ. = About 0300 hours, "C" Company reported a tank moving to their
ront, and &rtillery was laid down in that ares. The sound of the eneny motor
ceased soon after the volleys registered in the area. About 0300 hours, two enemy
trucks came within range of the 2nd Battalion positions. Both were knocked out by
mortars, Another two enemy trucks going west oui of BULLINGEN were blown up by
our mines,

Engineer details wor at the same task of alying mines discovered
@ 20 foot gap in the mine field in front of wg® Company area. It had evidently
been lifted by enemy, The gap was closed, and a security guard established so
that enemy patrols would be unable to approach the mine-fields or attempt clearing
them,

W - "B" Company area shelled at 0100 hours, and gun flashes of the
enemy batteries spotted and telayed to Delta. Later in the morning, several tr-
ucks carrying lumber for enemy troops were taken under 3rd Battalion mortar fire
and destroyed,

Mines again laid in front of regimental positions, and battalion de-
fenses strengthened,
cesber 1 ~ TVWO ENEMY TANNS TO the 2nd Battalion front were knocked out by
B r'y fire early in the moming. Enemy vehicular traffic being reported in
town, the northeast and southwest rcad out of BULLIGEN was placed under friendly
artillery £fife.

Planes hed been spotted in the regimental area, and several instances
of bombing and strafing had been reported. At 1900 hours from higher headquarters
came the order not to fire at P-47's as no enemy pblots were beliwved operating
this type of plane.,

The work of alying mines neared completion.

28 December l&ﬁ - At first daylight, artillery fire was lsid on enemy trucks and
personnel spotted at 918013, Bnd Battalion patrols located enemy mortar positioas
at 043006, Mortar fire on both eneny targets was placed with good results.

- h
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The 2nd and 3rd Battalion positions were both subjected to enemy atti-
acks, Starting at 1700 hours, the enemy first threw approxims tely 300 rounds of
artillery and mortar, and g$hen attacked, The alerted companies threw off the hos-
tile forces, inflicting heavy losses., After "L" Company had been under some press-
ure, it pushed and reached a point sough of the railroad., The Germans of fered some
resistance but fell back.

W - After a night withou incident, at 0600 hours "I" Company oute
posts reported enmmy vehicles on the BULLINGEN road, Delta fired & mission on
this enemy traffic. The rest of the day proved quiet. iline laying details con-
tinued with the work of strengthening the regimental defenses.

O Dec r - At 0800 hours a truckload of Cemman infantry was spotted at

, and two volleys of artillery wiped out about 95% of them, Enemy mortars
that had been firing at the 2nd Battalion positions were also placed under artill-
ery fire that silenced these,

W -~ The usual activities prevailed on this last day of the year,
eenly patrols reported, no contact,
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DECEMBER 19LL.
STRENGTH -
DA 0
o W 26
17 142 2586
18 142 2562
19 144, 2544
20 142 2477
21 199 2386
22 135 2673
23 5 2730
2L 159 2822
25 159 2795
26 156 2882
27 157 2867
28 157 2816
29 157 2789
30 156 2738
31 156 2838

A

GAINS AND 10SSES AND DATLY STRENGTH FOR '™ME PERIOD FROM 16 DECEMBSR THROUGH $1

GAINS LOSSES

i1 £

9
-9
2 2
7 3
376 L
3 N3 1
15 187 1
6
145 3
1 3% 2
1 9 1
12
28 1
128

T

6

33
27
69
98
89
56
95
33
o8
L9
60
39
29
28
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| 18 Jenmuary 19456

Shortly after .-:th- German hroikthro_ugh into Belgium on 16 ieo
44, thig 1D Bn (S0mm $F) found iteel?f involved in movement and

attochment from itp normel Corpe snd Uivision to two othere and
then bgek to it rmal status mpein.

actione and me of euployment sre to

ative, i g.rpluu on the type of employment for it is
‘an divisions %o attuok TL Gompanies and flate

ments and Bettalions respectively, snd likee

ione to combat commands sna task forgeeg re-

8 operstions eummery will demonstirate
bring out sefersl fundementa] prﬂ.mipl'u

\

\
bad finelly committed thcir‘ﬁxth Fanzer irmy -
ﬁ‘ r'y which many believed

& ro | ittment - dut to make a
& ¥oreet intc the irdennes
iveryms their first major objsctive,

fie 1ot JE and 18%n S8 Panzer Uivisions spesrbesded
{8t 55 on/the left, the 12th £& on the right,
wers initial) muuuful but the 12th £8 was slowed down con@ider-
{p sbortly ter their {mnu penetration, snd wgs stopped long
gh for V Coppe to pet Up harty defensee elong a genersl lins
on, ¥Wirtzield n: nbach, with the 26th Infantry Re
v

£ tﬁzflat Iafen ﬁl B occoupwing the h “nd abou
or's Ihnrth“lt :xrr Bullingen, s .

the attsck,
Both ‘Uivigione

© oontein tie psnetrstion on its
Ite position wag doubly importent becuuse it was dire
the main routes of the lﬂ\g 88 Panser livigion inte

» Verviers and pointe nortn end west,

- N h was further known thet esobh of the two speartesding divisions
bed ﬁath& anger division backi them up - the ind S5 berdind the
E::t, ond the 9th U§ behiind the 12

= thus meking it imperstive that
dector be strongly lortified by all aveileble 4T defenses,

i
'
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A
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| Consequently the lst US Infentry bivigion, ati |

,{ hed at ite dispossl not only ite organic A its norma)l g A=

' achment of one TL battslion, but slsc 11 SCmm AA guns from the 134th

| 4A Bn, plus the 7cird TL Bn in order to give 1t the necessary Al def-

- enges in depth to ingure as far as pogeible an sdeguate defense of
its sector sgeinst probable 8lrong srwmored pressure.

Upon the errivel of thie battmlion at 0730 Lours, 18 Dec 44, the
anmiu aegembled in tie vicinity of sourbrodt, Ovifal, Roberteville
with the battalicn CF at Sourbrodt. IThe Batts]ion Conmander ha
reported to Jlivigion Hesdquerters, returnsd snd oriented the tStaff
end Company Commenderg on the generel gituation, and informed them

of the firet mission of the battal ion,

Tue 26th Iafantry Regiment was already on the line, the 16th
lotentry hegiment had just arrived, sand was assembled in tkLe vicinity
of Roberteville, Outremsrcle, Bruckberg » Wille tha 18tk Infentry Kege
iment wee nseembled & few milss to the norinwest. On our Jeft flank
the fnd U8 Infen kivielon was congsolideting defeneive positions;
the 26th Infan iment held the high ground betwesn Butgenbach asnd

| extremely fiuid, | | round along that line.

( fhe 16t: Infantry Regiment was. setting up heety defensive pose=
itions in their present ageembly srea, m%nu muking plans tc move
Up abreacst of the £6th Infen RP VY \to reacure the wmsin highuy
betwesn Butgenbach (o important route neaded for

~ the propo adv t + O3 Panser Jlivision,

{ The 1st US Infantry Mvision, in addition %o ite own 57mn suns,
hed 1te morma) TD battelion, the 684th (SF 3-inoh) ettached and
utmnm. 16 Pletoons to Infentry Battelions. IThe mission of the
70 1L Bn was, opereting under battslion conirel, to initicte inmed-
iete recomnaiseance of routes and gun position areas on the livigion
lert flank und be prepared to repel any ermored thrugte thet might
£9% through friemdly trocp euriledt..  Thi a8lon wes g Do-

Led to V Corps,

L -]

s S i

Ceuse our left flank was not yet fully sbad [Tised, and up to that
time, enemy pregsure was strong«st fyem that direction.

Reoconnaiesence Company wee given- the migsion ef reconnoitering
for routes and zosit:lﬁn areas along the ropd from ¥eywertz to Lslten~
herberger, snd late in the efternccn returned, taking en officer from
sach T Company to the poeitions netted by the search to familisrigze
themselves in case of Tuture operationes in t.ha'ﬁ_ araa.

~ In the meantime, glortly afternoon, s task foroe was hastily
Orgeniged from whatever units were svailable st ‘{:ho moment to proceed
to Welemes end protect the eveouation of a field hospits) located
thers, The second plantoon of "4* Compeny joined \this taek force, and
moved out at 1400 howra, The taek force vander oo of 1Lt Co)
PAVIDSON of the 634th TL Bu consisted of Bn Hq, Co, plus one 10U

880%tion of the 634th TD Bn, several lisbt tenke efd 6 Aesault Guns of

#&- . |'-:

i
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/ the 745tk Tank Bettisliom; *

|

- evaous ted,

!I.

- minug Q:;hmi from the leat

ﬁ"p.im hed alresdy besn
in that prea to gecure the
& moat opportune time, for

Engr Bn, snd our gaccud pletoon

It was found st Feismes thrt th":
and tke tsek forve remail
town, It appesred that they arrived a

the “11"“% morning, 19 Dec, two Gtm tanke spprosched thu town
from the Bast, and two from tﬁo Weet %o find what defenses, if asny
%e had th-rh One tenk, from the Last, succseded 1n enter-

the lower part of the town, but, nu&drim out shortly there- °
efter. At 1715 hours seversl temkt with sn ostimated W:im of
infentry, tried to spprosch the wm from ke southwest, vieinity

of Chivre Mont, but with no success.

The second platoon of "A" Co, in road", block positions fuolng
south and southwest, fired three rounds at one of the tenke in the
morning attack, but gaw ne sction in the afternoon sttack. The tank
upon wihich thn fired withdrew mpperently undemaged.

During khe 24 hours from 18 to 19 Deo, the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment had oowpleted preparations to move put, the situstion on the

divieion hrt flank becams wore stabilized nlld t 1100 noure the
Pivigion Commender issued orders for the £26th Regiment to
Lold their present pogitions snd empand their r ank to the

railroad run between Welsmes and Butgenbaoch, and the 16th Ilafe

: tho hi und slong the highe
Eoada) | d IV Bn wae relieved
Bred w provide rnoat:lnn of the
Divigion sone, from south, mmut uth Commanding Officers
of the 16tk md 26th Infuntry llegimente. other words, e
buttalion was responeible for preventing any armored h.ruk throughs
in the entire livision gone, deepening and strengthening the weak
lp::l, u-druintainiag & mﬁi ¢ reserve ready to move % any threat-
an #ad -

The Battalion Commandey, after contecting the Hegiments) Commande
ers, ordered "A" Company ( e £nd Flatoon) to umh].t 'riainit{eot
Weywerts in direct support /of the 16tk Infentry, and "C" Co
unnhlt vieinity of Butgembach in direct mppart M‘ tho £6
an The second Flatcol of "A" Company remairnéd st
"B any remained in reserve at their or im nn ml-
1600 houre "C" Company ﬂoud out, while "Li* Company Hﬂd the fol].ﬂr-

ing morning.

The attack of th/
into new pan:l.tiont.
fall they were well
er coneolidsted th/

tue high hround b

an R ns attsck and eeol
way betwesn Feigmes ] ;
of ite origina)l mised

k
o
- .“'(;._

}

16tk lafantry proved to be merely s movement
g no reglestance “l encountered, and by night-
in, The 26th Infentry umhiu had furthe
fensegs wouthenst of Butgenbuch nnd ocoupied
gen the railroed end their mcind plitma

4 ‘,f -

]
i
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During the day, in addition to the two smgll attacis on lelg~
mes, three other probing attacks tock plece slong the livielon
front, At 0315 hours, two tanks with an attacked the 26th
Infentry positions from the south, toward RJ (E-930022); at 1045
hours seversl tanks with an estimsted company of infentry attacked
from the same direction in conjunotion with gn attack of similer
strength from the emst (Bullingen); at 1950 nours several tanke
with e compeny of infantry attscked north from Faymonville sgeinst
the 16th Infentry, whioh by that tiue wes eitting on ite objective,
A11 attacks were successfully repulsed.

By 20 Dec indications were thet strong builld-ups of ermor and
infantry were tsking plece in Bullingen end Faymonville, and by
the nature of the probing sttacks meds up to that time 1T waa oV
ident thet our continuad defense of the enemy's main routes 10 the
northwest offered & serious obstacle toward his efforts to de-lij-
erste the cities of Supen, Verviers, end lilege. A etrong attlaek,
therefore, wag expocted somewhere slong the Lorpe Ifront &t cone or
more pointe, and the routes we were Dlockimg were important enough
to warrant our meak an sssumption that our gector might be bit
gtrongly. The 12th S5 Coumsnder must have been thoroﬁ;;ly -
rined at the comperative success of hig Fangers ss agelnst ihs 1si
§9 Division, and no dwubt would do all possible to push the attack
forwerd for the protection of the north flank of the pensirstion,

- and, incidentally, to save his own Ia0@.

g 1 1€ -1~y \L

No attacke of iMpor | ol place during the dey nowever,
gend he continued Lis probd attecke slong our front., 4t 0615
houre & company of tenks snd two compeniss of infantry attacked the
JrM‘th Infentry positions from the diregtion of Bullingen and made
& Il&ht penetration, but by 0815 hours 8 tenks had been deatroyed
and all positions restored. At 0730 houre an atteck wse laounched
with intfentry only up tue reilroad between ibe two HKegiments, with
 tbe mission, (cbtained from a PW later), to geige CUbermerts and
‘procesd west into delsmes. At 1020 houre a tank 5]'.%! & platoon of
infentry attacked from the south toward RJ (E-~B6804C). Doth of
thage attacks Mere repulsed with heavy cesuelties t0 the eneyy, and
the eeotor was osmparstively guieé the remasinder of the day.

Daring 2C lee¢, tue battalion lost ite reserve company, Company
*B*, whioh wap detecued and moved at 0800 hours to the 82nd Adr-
borne Division which was cngagd further west in a critical sector,
building up o defengive line contain the breskthrough. The loss
of *B* Company upset the plan of La¥ing an eutire 10 canpa.ni in
mobile reserve. 4 "etring" was tied to the 3Srd Flamtoon of "A" Co.,
which wee designated as battslion reeerve and ordered to reconnoiter
routes to position sreas tuiroughout the Divieion sector

The infantry snti-tank digpositions were studied snd after a -
confersnce with the Regimental Commenders, the following designastions
were mede effective: -

4-

- ————— — Rt
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smained at Welsmes: becsuse
the bivision seotor, the
Le vieinity of BJ (K-BE9040)

The second platoon of "A" v
of the probing attacks in the center ©
first pletoon of A" Compeny moved %o
and took up positions ready 10 fight pluce, or move to either
f1ank of the 16th Infantry; the tiird vlotoon remeined in laywerts
as battelion reserve. Ihe firet pletoon of "C" Company moved to bom
Butgenbach, one section on \hill just worth of the town, field of

sire esst and northeast, ome section Just: field of
fire sast end southesst; the second plctook orwar
ions in the of (L-9203),

alsc, one section taking u.£ pesl
ﬁo}&o!ﬁrt south snd southwest, the otl
035), covering the two roaps appr. coning bu
west; the i‘nird platoon remained in mobile re
preptred to move to¢ any entened area. »

section moving to (k=910
ch from the southe=
ot Butgenbuch,

\

| } : A L

| m.rlni thege two idnys'-mt the enemy was tzr‘ﬁhing, our defenses
and we sere conselideting our own positions e sleven S0mm AA

im were til.“t‘fﬂ#‘*‘t!%iﬂ 4tpth,-'m5 were met up in the viec-
nity of fpurbrodt, Ovifel, Koberteville, cover tenk ap Y oaChe

, and wouthwest. In addition, _;mnm

eg from the enst, 8
work in énmtrun%i

o
infan g:;itilml alo tank epproaches. Ibe Second B
the 18 antyy R jlent, whioh Lac been occupied in T
mopping up German psra ope , o8 le, moved into %

, W g}’ cted s.ortly to R

ag of 21 bee, the Germans made their 1argest \gtaok
’ ally devigting from their small pr
termined effort to drive the 26th Infaniry Irom their #Mmg o
positions. They first dripped an intense ertillery berrege inte tve
tgenbach area at 0400 .ours, but it was 0900 bours before e mgjo2
effort took plsce. A battalion of infaniry guyrorted by sBveral
tenks &ttecked from the south and southeast, with the mission of
teking Butgenbech. Ine uudiﬁ.ﬂanpnny'nu gtopped dead, but tase
following units presspd on. infentry we"g finally pushed back,
but fiwve tanks succeeded in pencirating fnto the vivieion erea. lhree
of these were shortly destroyed, bu't iwo got into the village of
Dom Butgenbach, cons dersbly sf¥inoying members ol a bet alion CP loc~
sted in one of the building:g.

fhem the attamok took pleee, the tuird platoon of "G" Company
was alerted, and az ite intemweily devaloped, it was ordered to pro-
cesd to the vieinity of Dom Bu tgsnbachk 10 knocs out, or drive out,
the intruders., After moving Iu rriedly to tle cutekirte -of lom but-
genbach, tohe plavoon lesader stepped his platoon, obtained the sit-
uation, mede bis plans, and went into action. Cne sscticn movsd
and ﬂ.n.ltﬁoiitthns from which to plece fire on the
| | s other cection to cover its advearnce.
Before sny positions couléd bs resdhed , nowevaer, one of ks tenks
decided to bresk for the woodg gouth of the town and return to safer

r
o |



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

=

y i ] S
/ !Emnt- but although his uujm g.aé unfor tunstely for
'him ho:tl:uln't qu:‘tlﬁ wake 1t The sectic th'g‘ wae wal on the

outgkirtes of the town knocked him ‘with & round turo the
rear, while he was a few hmﬁ:::ﬁi short of his goel., The second
tank decided it would huve a Petter clhance of escspe nfter derk,

end 1t tco made a breask gor he woods as scon se derkness felle. The
waiting section fired aeveral rounds, hu;owuld not observe the

resulte, ond 1t wes not «mown until the following dsy that it slso
had been knocked out Zrom the resr. |

w“le Jaction took place it wewld seem that the
1, Which we m:t ¢loser to the town when the two tanks .
ule Jogicelly be the one toc go after them. Fowever, they
Yo 8 positien' that, had they moved in  town from the sast
JEa@t, they l:tld Hove hod no cover, and whuld have been
‘«ree¢t obpervution. It wae, therefore, toought best to move
gers in from the west where they could have sccees to the
#inge from concesled routes. i

r 4 | thisg poﬁnd, the only further Changes in ¢ lines con=-
‘8ilested Of the movement of n-omany 0f the 18tk Infan into poe=
e

itions on the high ground vi
right flank of the ﬁ

At the end of the day, when the motion hed guieted down
third platoon wae oydered to retur ﬁg
in the morming, beoguse Lor® wWere 100 many
left flank of the ABEEE ns, en a redigiribution was nsoes - for
proteotion sgningt poesible attack in other sectors. Huen the morn- -
ing of 22 Le@ came, the jugtifipaticn of the order wes aptly p
Ior at 0600 Lours ‘ battalion ‘of infantry supported by several b
mede & strong attapk towerd Butgenbach from the soutiwest, ITus seo |
tion of the eecond pluatoon locsted at (A=910035) knocksd out the \ N
lead tenk, and the othere withdrew, but the infentry continued snd’
succesafully penetrated toward the IJ position, Luring thie infije
tration a balf-track filled with infentry atlemptea to flenk the de
troyer on the r}ght. and wae completely demoliened by seversi ryund
of from the TL, When it became evident that the destroyers weuld'
be over if they r the section lesder ordered a wi drawal
to anct ; poeition -'dbont‘ yerds to the resr. ! .,
0:: of the d-stroy would not etart and was abundonsd. -
over, rather ti.an degqtroy it immedistely the secticn lesder backed
the other destroyer out immedicte dms‘m but took up & poeition

wheredy, if necessery, he could fire s ro into the other wenhicle
and render it uselesy to 'the enemy,

/

/ Before the enemy isn
ouy own mant:r{ counter
restoring tre lines. Jup

’ backed off to keep i
Mevergl rounds of HE in

' stroyer, snd driving a
The destroyer was later

ty of Koniggbach to strengthen the
th;Intanh':- |

he
enbach the fir ih:l.ls
degtroyers 'on the

an oprortunity tc coneclidate their gains,
ttagked, and l:te in the day succeeded in
the counteratteck the destroyer which
om being overrun partieipated by firing

& houpe directly beside the sbendoned de-
oup of enemy infantry from the building.
‘sCovered intect,.

£

| p
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fhile thls eeotion was teking place the t.ird platoon snd re-
maining section of the second platoon moved from their positions
0f the previous ni ht to the vicinity of Butgenbach, and set up
road dlocks covering approsolss to the town.

Thdie onded the 'e attemptes t0 eliminste our swr -
G40ld on hie route of advnoe and until the battalion minup "G"
Company, moved on 25 December 1944 to join the 82nd Airborne Dive
ision 1t wue not engeged further,

t thipg attachment 80 the lsat Infontry Livigion the
major part of the gction fell on one Compsny. However, thoe entire
gituation proved conclusively that the fundementials of many lank
Uastrovaer ¢trines are well founded,

¥ith.the employment of an additionsl I Battalion, plus (11)
elovan 50mm AA Cune, & defence in depth was accomplished w.ickh
would surely hold sgainst en extremely strong ermored thrust. In
eddition, the gdvanteges of a Lighly mcWile reserve ware brought
out in the sbility of the regserve units to take favorable poeitions
in depth, and move quickly to threatened areas, :

This employment alec resulted in tringing to the fore g few
leseons which no one can affort to ﬁwd. Swen though we eg-

ceped without mishep, it might-e cauged cocnegiderable
diffioul ty. Firsts,: d%‘h’:huﬁ“d Curefully, and us
goon as tiev have e miseion they mu:t be prepured td ree
turn %0 s resgerve ro¥® immedirtely, or additional rseerves must be
available to take their ;lece, Jecondly, but so important in thig
war of mobility, is the matter of vehicle meintensnce. Velicles
Lave t© be re to move 2t any time, dg or night, end constant
:ttm;]i:un mast given them to insure that they are in condition
e Yo .

¥inally, the usefullness of self-propelled Ti's wee sgain
emphasised, Exploiting their mobility tc the wtmoet SP's can eff-
ectively asesist in stopping = tank gt o dhen the 12th &8 Pg liv
finally wee relieved by s Volkgrenadier liv to permit the Fensers
t0 glideslip further into the bu1§t, £3 knocked out tamks could be
¢ounted in one infantry battalion's sector -.uq probably knocked
out by artillery, =t lesst elght snd perhaps more destroyed h;n-th.

¥lo'e of the 634tk TD Bn, end the three scoounted for by the
SP's after they had broken througk ths forward defenses,

We By SHOWALTIR
Commending

SWETT
G2

{2 Iml_: Overley of AT Lefensse)
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DATE
December 16
no 18
" 21
" 22
" 23
" 24
" 26
n 28
" 29
" 30
" 3 l

CASUALS

o
s

o & W © o oo o = -3 pt o I

ﬁmﬂaﬁguﬁgrﬂlﬁ

NEY PERSQONNEL

*c@nu'nggnuanﬁ

B
1
11
0
506
221

E B8

R R TR PR TR

E v & &

519

291
391

103
56
171
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DATE KIA {;Iﬁ MIA SICK TOTAL
Dec. off 2 off i Off 2k Off 2f off EM
16 0 g 8 0 0 0 1 23 1 28
17 0 o 1 2 0 3 2 14 3 19
18 0 0 & 13 0 2 1 L5 1 60
19 0 . R 22 0 4 ER 2 72
20 0 V%S L3 0 10 1 53 2 110
21 0 N 3 80 1 37 1 75 5 205
o 2 12 3 54 1 39 3 77 9 182
23 1 3y & 57 0 26 0 74 1 160
2l 0 e 32 0 18 1 60 1 112
25 1 T 14 0 3 0 41 1 59
26 0 . 9 0 0 1 55 1 65
27 0 . 2 12 0 0 1 58 2 70
28 0 & 2 35 0 R - 3 62 5 105
29 0 2 0 11 0 5 1 59 1 7
30 0 3 1 13 0 3 - L5 2 b4
31 0 TR 15 0 1 0 39 0 59
PRISONER 'S\ CAPTURED FOR THE MONTH OF
DECEMBER 1944 _
DATE OFFICERS = MISC  MEDICAL TOTAL
December 19 0 2 1 1 ;-

" 20 1 L6 0 3 50

N oa 0 12 0 7 19

. 23 0 11 0 2 13

. . » -0 2 0 0 2

e 0 1 0 0 1

n 26 0 2 0 0 2

S 0 0 0 1 1

». 28 0 A 0 0 3

=" 0 1 0 0 1
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o " 10 Jepmery 1945

TO WHOM IT LAY CONGCERNS

n 17 December 1944 &t BULLINGEN, Belgium, Gepte John J. Kennedy,
(TD) M&Bﬁ% Comoeny Qonmander, CGoupany B 2th TD Bn, dise
hinsel? py gellentry in action by tae following 8ot of

Ge kennedy &s G0 of Co. By 612th TD Bn reported to me &% &pp=
roximately 0200 hours, 17 Dec 44, after an hour blaekout march from
his former posifdon on the BUTGENBACH-BULLINGEN roeds His Co. wes
oiven the mission of direct support defending the Divisions south
'990%th) exposed flenk. Appromimately one hour after Capls. Kennedy
184 emplaced his _ﬁatﬂhe received word &t his Qompeny comnend poet
in the Sown of HUNNINGEN thet enemy tenks and infentry were ailacke

ing the erea in the positions of his gunse Radio communications
with his platoon ceased. Cepts Kennedy then atienpted %o go %o hie

(=

gun Mﬁwnh This wes impossible because the enemy had oecupled

28 \ try further to reach his surrounds
ts Kennedy set about in &ssisting in repelling the
BSpbrtunity and personclly gete
ese men togetigh ‘ormed them into & defensive position
n the vicinity of the town., After orgénizing this line he contacted
Division Heedquerters end wes ordered to keep the defensive line as

ong as possible and to repert his sctivities. He then continued
to strengthen his defensive positions by coordlnating Co D, 74lst
Tank Bn into his defensive plan along with the remeéining four guns
of his companys -

Due to the pressure being brought oy the eneémy forees ne suGl=
essfully withdrew and established his lines in the vielnity of DOL
SUTGENBAGCH. Thie position he held until relleved by & Battalion.of
the 26th Infantrys |
| Gept. Kennedy by his display of outstending individual initi-
etive, in WEGEHNL y organizing and estenlishing & defensive line
under hazordous cirounstancesy @nd by firing inlensivé small &arms
end ertillery wes on & superier force,of the eneny, showed thet he
48 an outstending officer. &s & resul® of this ae?t Cepts Kennedy*s

n%.:.-’a) three Mark 1V enemy tanks, approxim@tely (30
thirty enemy killed and (20) tweniy woundeda |
1% ie believed that such:e performance should not go un-noticed.

e /8/ John lie@allun
| /%/ JOEN lieGALLUK
e Pt&'m_. Ft ‘hl

#

Waamﬁaa fur Bilver Star)

B —— B S = Pl -
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